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INTRODUCTION

The aim of this project is to analyse a changing attitude
towards children that may be traced between 1900 and 1930.
These dates were chosen because it is thought that in the period
1900-18 the traditional Victorian attitude might still be
apparent and thus it may be used as a yardstick, whilst the latter
period would enable a control to be established to examine the
degree of change that has taken place.

The first chapter is divided into two sections and this
deals with the periods 1900-30 respectively. It is
based upon legislation passed during the period and deals with
issues that effected change on a national scale.

The task of analysing the changes in attitude of a
nation to it's children is, given my resources an impossible one,
but more importantly it is something that a true historian would
not consider. As Thea Thompson illustrates in her work based upon
the memories of 560 Edwardians. (A project started to get inform-
ation on family life for a social history of the Edwardian period
which was written by Paul Thompson.) *1

"One could continue the catalogue of atypicality and
omissions, but it serves no purpose as these families are simply
themselves and the accounts of childhood are chosen rather to

illuminate the past of Edwardian families, than to speak for
classes or catagories.'" *2

It is therefore my aim as the project unfolds to look in
more detail, as a micro-study, of an area in Suffolk developed
from evidence researched in the local records office, from
secondary sources, and from a personal investigation through

interviews and a detailed examination of the school records in my
village.

An assesment of this kind, one aspect of society, during
a specific time period, must be seen in the context of that era.
It was only as a result of a broader change in the attitude of
society that the lives of children could have changed as they did.
This change may be the result of two things, not simply the effect
of key events during the period (in the short term) but also
perhaps the long term trends, towards and away from paternalism,
that Laurence Stone discusses. *3 It is the former idea that I
shall discuss here, (for the latter, see the conclusion.)

The extent of damage that has taken place may be apreciated
more fully when one compares the popular image of the Victorian
attitude towards children with that of today. In studying this
period an underlying theme has emerged, the relationship between
state and society. During this period of 30 years the governments
concern with the empire turned to the people of Britian. I do
howvere see the period as merely a transitional stage. Changes or
progress cannot be restricted to this time span, but what makes
this period so important is that it sees the culmination of govern-
ment realisation of responsibility for it's people.



CHAPTER ONE

An examination of consultative committee reports, with
regard to the welfare of children; and te legislative
changes that resulted, during the period 1900-1930

1900-1918

At the turn of the century there was a positive upsurge
in public concern for the educational and health needs of the
population. Primarily, this was caused by the work of Margeret
McMillian *1 and others who illustrated the sheer horror of ill
health and malnutrition, amongst the children particuarly.
Ordinarily this might not have effected the government, who up
until this point had seen the defence of Empire and a sound
economy as the best way of helping the population. But at a
time when the Empire was crumbling the children provided hope
for those who equated population with power. There was also
a fear, particuarly amongst the middle classes that there would
be a degeneration of the race *2 and so education became
imperative. All this was tied with a less tangible desire for
an improved standard of living, most apparent in theyears following
the accession of Edward VII. It was in the wake of such concern
that succesive governments, of both political parties, extended
the scope and volume of welfare legislation and instituted
inquiries into a range of social issues. The first of these
reformatory actions, that I shall discuss because of it's
specific relevance to children, is a report that was carried
out in November 1901. This report lead to the most important
act of the Edwardian era, The Education Act 1902 *3 and
subsequently The Employment of Children Act 1903.%4

The 1901 enquiry into the question of the employment of
children during school age *5 confirmed what educationalists
had feared for many years that " approximately 300,000 children
combined paid work with school attendance.' *6 Polititians then
began to consider (publically) what effect this was having upon
the health and education of children.

It is important to comsider contempory attitudes towards
children, in stark contrast with a modern reaction to child labour :
cruel, again one sees the image of Victorian hardship. Evidence fro-
this enquiry indicates that although some witnesses argued for
total prohibition of child labour, the majority took the view
that

"Light suitable work of approximatly 20 hours per week

was good for children.' *7

The influence of Victorian attitudes was still to be felt
in terms of laissez-faire. Many found it hard to let go of
often religiously based principles; believing that the function
of . the state was merely to supplement individual initiative not
to replace it. The education system had been founded in this
way up until 1870, by voluntary effort alone.



A futher consideration has been the economic reasons why
something was not dene to prevent young children from having
to work. With an increase in real wages which lifted the
ma jority above Rowntree's poverty line *8 the general standard
of living showed some improvment; but this was suppressed by
the rising cost of living. It was in such conditions that the
1902 act suffered hostility.

Brought in by the Conservatives in an attempt to unify
the system of education, the act made education universal,
compulsory but not free. This meant not only were :-=

"Labouring men, deprived of the 3-5 shillings, whichthe
eldest lad can earn, or of help in tending the house and family
which the eldest daughter can render the mother." *9

but with some of his 15-16 shillings a week *10 he had to pay

for an education he perhaps didn't even want for his children.

As a result many children were forced to work longer hours

before and after school attendance and so the act which sought

to help children increased their burden effecting both their
health and education. There was an answer, children could earn
more by simply leaving school early and because of a weakness

in the law only rarely was this done illegaly. The school
leaving age though set at 14, was subject to countless exemptions.
This coupled with extremly lax child labour regulations meant
that children in the twentieth century were gainfully employed

at an early age. Some as young as 10 were found to be working
even though the 1901 education act raised the minimum to 11.%11
In 1909 this minimum working age of 11 had to be reinforced.

The ordinary obligation of parents under the education acts up

to that point was to send their child to school between 5 .and

14 years of age. But all education authorites were required

to make bye laws and a few fixed 13 as the school leaving age.*12
The 'Partial Exemption from Scool Attendance' report of 1909
proposed that

""A1l partial exemption (from Jan 1911) total exemption under
the age of 13 and the attendance certificate* for total exemption
should be abolished.® %13

The Liberal governments of 1905 to 1914 made a considerable
attempt to come to terms with the anxiety about the nation's
imperial and economic prospects, and as children were seen as
the means of improving them, naturally children became the focus
of attention. The education and health care of children became
imperitive and in their nine years the Liberals brought more
than 12 acts to help children specifically. *14 However
into this was creeping the middle class idea that children
should be improved. Education was obvious but more subtle
was the introduction of a variety of clubs and associations
which developed;-

"The special character of childhood as a time of
dependence and innocence, and the need for children to be
cut off as much as possible from adult life and concerns.' *15



This situation did not ease resentment already felt by working
class parents towards teachers (representative of financial
burden) much favoured by historians today is an account of a
young girl who was asked to go home and remove what was in fact
a birth mark in order to satisfy demands of cleanliness. The
account is notable for the near confrontation between mother
and teacher. *16

An accurate comparitive estimate of the health and physique
of the people *17 was required and it was to start in schools
with the examination of every elementary school child in the
country. In 1904 allegations had been made in the press concerning

" The deterioration of certain classes of the population
as shown by the large percentage of rejections for physical
causes of recruits for the army." *18

and to this end the Boer war had been tremendously significant.
The grave state of health disclosed by the report induced the
government to act. They began to follow recommendations which
had been made in the Physical Training (Scotland) report of 1903:

'"More time and more facilities for phyisical exercises
should be given in all educational institutions, including
continuation classes. . . There should be medical inspection
and where there were cases of insufficient feeding, there should
be coperation with the voluntary agencies to provide suitable
food, without cost to public funds.'" *19

Such recommendations were to bring the Education (Provision of
Meals) act 1906, under section 13 of the Education (Administrative
Provisions) act 1907, provision was made for medical inspection.
In 1909 this was confirmed with the Local Education Authorities
(Medical Treatment) act. Also in 1908 though not strictly
educational, was the Children Act.

"for the prevention of cruelty to children and young
persons' *21

and so the question arises how far were these measures enacted
and from this how long did they take to become effective. (I
have addressed these issues with reference to Suffolk, in

chapter two) The reasons why little was done to follow these
acts needs discussion.

By the end of the first decade of the twentieth century
the Liberal administration had been refered to as a

"range of extinct volcanoes.'' *22

After the defeat of the House of Lords and the parliment act

of 1911 the Liberals confronted by the problems in Ireland,
with the workers rebellion and the suffragette movement meant
that no new social reform was introduced. The early ideas of
developing care and attention to children faded from the public
eye. Then what emerged from the smouldering

"Fdwardian Crisis" %23

was the crisis of The First World War.



The effect of the First World War upon children is rather more
difficult to ascertain beyond the family. Some insight is
offered within my interviews that suggests the impact was small.
Though one must consider the conditions of my interviewees,

they were not in the town and did not lose family members.

The effect is more fully analysed in a report writtem in 1917

by Irene Osgood-Andrews *24 who gives significantly, an American
point of view.

"Almost the only hopeful feature of the effect of the war
on working children is a changed point of view regarding their
future needs.'" *25

and she quotes the president of the National Teachers Union. .

"As never before, the nation now realises that efficient
men and women are the best permanent capital the state possesses.
Hence greater national concern is in evidence for the care and
upbringing of the child."'" *26

And of the last most important Departmental Committee reports
)Jduring this period) upon, Juvenile Education in Relation to
Employment After the War March 1917 *27 she says

"i{f the measure is enacted into law the final effect of
the war on English child labor standards will be to lift them
to a higher level than had been attained at any previous period."



1918 - 1930

After The Great War " A land fit for heros to live in'" ¥l
was to be created from the ruins, and in a period supported by
a revitalizing if short lived economic boom many issues of social
policy were raised. Lloyd George proclaimed

"' The-nation is now in a molten state... we cannot return
to the old ways, the old abuses, the old stupidities. *2

and it was in this climate of hope that such innovations as the
Medical Research Council were formed, taking advantage of this
situation of reconstruction. By the end of 1918 the government

was committed to implemanting a Ministry of Health in 1919.

In 1919 a Liberal, Christopher Addison, introduced the bill which
brought a new Ministry of Food. Addison also introduced the Housing
act of 1919 which was to influence future shapes of family life.

But most crucial was his drawing attention to the thousands of
children in elementary schools who were phyisically unfit and
suffering.

"We have them in every age and every year, not a company
or a brigade, but an army." *

Of the measures passed during this later period many
seem to have had an indirect effect upon children, though not
neccesarily by design. However if one were to only look at the
legislation with specific regard to children's welfare, it would
seem that the government did little for children beyond education
reforms (a feature which was so apparent pre 1914) Had anything
changed?

One of the earliest and perhaps the most important reforms
to take place during this period was the 1918 Education act*4
It's first aim was to improve the administrative organisation of
education. It abolished fees in elementary schools and fixed the
school leaving age at 14. Which can be seen as a major advance
upon the pre war situation. But most significant in terms of
development were clauses within the act concerned with continued
education beyond 14 and provision for raising the school leaving
age to 15 at a later date.*5 This too had been arranged for in
1909 but nothing had developed beyond '"provisions' until 1926.

Evidence from a report made in 1921 *6 maintains that
children were still being employed to the detriment of both their
health and education. The only measures to protect either were
the Factory acts, and of course attendance laws, which were until
1918 rendered virtually ineffective by exemption. Minimal
improvments had been made in some factories as a result of the
"Health of Munitions Workers'" report 1918 *7 and the ''Medical
examination of young persons for factory employment'" report 1924 *8
But of course these only applies to those children working in
factories, which was exactly the argument of Mr. Mundella in 1901 *9
(he was overruled) and so how far had things progressed?



The first Labour government within a few weeks of taking
office brought in The Hadow report upon 'The education of the
adolesent' which has since been deemed a revolutionary document.
Indeed J.Stuart Maclure wrote

"This was the most important of the consultative committee's
reports in the inter-war period. It laid down the lines on which
development was to take place. . '"*10

On the contrary I have proven these developments began between
1900 and 1918 and therefore use H.C.Dent's statement:

"It was a synthesis of current progressive thought and
practicel’ *11

to support my argument. Futhermore this extract from the report
illustrates how the most important development was only a tentative
one:

"It is desirable that legislation should be passed fixing
the age of 15 years as that up to which attendance at school will
become obligatory after the lapse of five years from the date of
this report - that is to say, at the beginning of the school year
1932..." *12

which in the event remained almost entirely inoperative.

Progress may have been hindered by a combination of the
economic slump (in this period) and the personal objections of
people such as Mr. Kenrick (which spans all periods) :- He disagreed
with any proposal

"Which would disturb the existing relationship between the
Local Education Authorites and the Ministry for Labour. *13



CHAPTER TWO

We turn now to my micro study of an area of Suffolk. This I
have used to make a more pertinent investigation of how far

the changes in government legislation altered the lives of
children between 1900 and 1930. I focus upon questions raised
by the study; How long did legislation take to have an effect
upon Suffolk? Which factors instigated or hindered the process
of change? and are these unique to Suffolk?

1900-1918

Of the sources available to me at the Suffolk Records
Office I chose several types. These I have listed not in order
of how useful they are, which is something quite difficult to
define, but in descending order of the number of individuals
to which they relate.*1l The first to be examined was an
over view of the general statistical or demographic material
presented by historians. . *2 Secondary
sources like these despite their level of generalisation are
useful to help isolate the major factors contributing to change.

If it were not for the research I carried out for chapter
one my analysis of local sources here could not have been in
the same depth. For example the first primary sources that I
examined: Extracts from the census reports of 1901 and 1911,
which concern employment in rural Suffolk. *3 (to be cited
as source (Q) were initally veiwed very differently. Without
my knowledge of exemptions the number of children employed,
with some as young as 10, was shocking. It made me wonder
whether in Suffolk laws concerning education and employment
were ignored, or whether they simply didn't filter down to
isolated communities at such time. I enquired who compiled
these reports from the original census returns *4 and found
that they were "for government purposes.'' *5 And so was it
legally accepted that children were employed to such an extent
at such an early age? Please refer to appendices.

As you can see this source prompted many questions which
may only be answered more acturatly with reference to legislation
and in conjunction with other sources. The next source used®*6 (to
be cited as Y) is a primary one, and is of great value for two
reasons. It gives the personal opinions of those who in 1901
were to be effected by any legislation controling the education
and employment of children. This of course relates to
idividuals in Suffolk specifically. Also the very nature of
this source, as an inquiry,prompted further questions and
helped to clarify others which I felt should be asked of all
my local sources.

It is important to mnote that within my analysis of source
(Q) I found that agriculture employed more people in Suffolk
than any other occupation listed. And so I chose an extract
(from 'the minutes of evidence which was to become source (Y))
that was predominantly concerned with agriculture. Source (Q)
showed that agriculture employed 9937 of working boys, however
the most popular occupation for girls was domestic work, which
employed 8%¢i %. And so I chose part of the same source that
dealt with domestic employment also .

.

For a detailed examination of the census returns
1901,1911(and 1921) see appendices.



Therefore I was able to establish that children were employed

in Suffolk, using general statistics. But the combination

of sources used to answer the question: to what extent were
children employed, which lead me to ask were exemptions used,

and therefore consider was this legal?, was particularly complex.

Principally it seems that of the legislative measures
discussed in chapter one, few came into effect in Suffolk very
quickly, if at all. Thus it seems little change resulted.

(This may be applied to much of the earlier period) This may have
heen for & number of reasons. The 190 report actually recognised
that

"Outside the provisions of the education acts (which are
often laxly enforced in country districts) thew is no legislation.'.

The report continues

" Country teachers complain much of the way their schools
suffer from irregular attendance; and there was conclusive
evidence that many country Board Schools, often composed of
the employers of the children, and in a less degree Union
School Attendance Committees, are extremly lax in enforcing
the law."

In Suffolk specifically this irregular attendance may be
accounted for by the use of the Robinson act bye-law which
‘makes exemption in summer the reward of regular
attendance in winter." %7

This was particuarly applicable to farm work As this interview
with Mr. H. Thirkettle illustrates.

9377 Are there any children employed in the
harvest? - No as a rule the schools are closed.

9410 Boys are employed during harvest? - There are boys
employed under 14.

9413 The holidays are fixed at harvest time? - Yes.

9414 You don't know of any cases where boys have been
kept away from school at that time? - No.

Evidence from Mr. Clarke's interview sheds further light upon
the situation.

9456 1Is the attendance bad? - I am afraid it is ; that
is largly owing to the demand for labour at certain seasons of
the year.

Please refer also to the appendices section

This kind of exemption was not used extensivly in Suffolk
though, particularly in comparison to London *8 Very often
this was because

9488 "From the parent's point of view these relaxations
are so difficult to understand that they don't often attempt
to make use of them."
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A further hinderance to the enforcement of legislation
can be seen in the attitude of individuals. Evidence offered
by farmers and educationalists appears to contradict the large
numbers of children seen to be employed, in the census reports.

Mr. Harrison asks Mr. Thirkettle.

9365 Will you tell us exactly what employments there
are for children? - They are employed by farmers to a very
slight extent - helping in the house.

9368 Is there any employment in agriculture? - No.

9370 Is there any employment for children of school age?
- No except a little stone picking.

The opinions voiced contradict not only the statistics
but each other.

9421 Have you a ceftain numbet of children employed in
the fen district in agricultural occupations? - Yes.

9422 There are children employed? - Yes. Of course as a
rule they have left school.

9424 What is the sort of work that a child does? - It is
purely agricultural where I am, but a little way from us there
is a great deal of garden work.

I considered the status of each witness giving evid nce.
What would each stand: to gain or lose from telling the truth
about the extent of child labour in Suffolk? Mr. J. Sancroft
Holmes was particuarly voiciferous in opposing changes in
legislation.

9493 By keeping children at school beyond a certain age
you turn their minds to other pursuits, and disincline them
to adopt the trade and calling of their parents.

As a landowner his motive is questionable. Equally the words
of Mr.K. Rix belie his position . .

"It has become practically impossible to obtain poys to
scare crows and birds on the farms, or to pick fruit in the

gardens."
as one who ''obtained" boys to work for him.

Within my analysis of these sources, several other factors
of change became apparent. Two of these play a role both as
instigators and indicators of change, in this micro-study.
These are to be discussed in chapter four. I have also made
detailed reference to sources (Q) and (Y) within the appendices
because I feel that their value outweighs the restrictions of a
word limit. Most important to consider is that they touch upon
a central theme which many historians have taken up. The question
"What is the effect in your opinion of early labour upon children?'
may be used to satisfy the social historian's concern with the
"treatment" of children. *9
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Of the evidence that I have presented in this chapter
there is a significant bias towards agriculture. This is
justifiable when we consider the individual circumstances
of this micro-study (this I shall discuss in chapter 4)
However in order to make a balanced assesment of the impact
of legislation upon this community it became necessary to
use sources other than just the evidence of individuals, who
generally opposed legislation. And so I have made use of
documentary evidence that I loaned from what was once an Elementary
School in Hopton, Suffolk. This was to provide
a less personal reflection of legislation in Suffolk and covers
a much wider period, (from 1892-1952) In order to analyse these
sources*l0many of which were statistical I again used the method
of graphing my findings. This is an effective means of evaluating
the long term changes or trends. However the central thread of
my inquiry, legislature was difficult to follow through these
local sources.

I had hoped to find specific references to the education
acts, and so looked fpr a log book, as the most detailed daily
account of the school.11But no log book exists for the period
1900-30. The one which I do have covers the period 1931-59 and
is of limited use*12 No 'specific references' were made in any
of the written sources and so I had to refine my method of
research. I learnt to take inferences from the evidence that
did exist for Hopton. Such as admission registers and particuarly
the medical inspection register of 1909. This would not have
come into being if ft were not for the Education (Administrative
Provisions) Act of 1907.%13 I have enclosed relavant extracts from
those legislative measures which can be directly related to my

[ ”

case study within the appendices section |

The impact of legislation upon Hopton village school can
only be traced within the admission registers*14 when it is used
in conjunction with other sources. The figures that I have attained
for admission are deceptive. Initially I had felt they should
correspond with fluctuations in the national attendance; such as
an increase after major education acts and a decline during the
war years. This is not the case in my micro study.(please refer
to chapter four) Based upon this evidence alone, still it would
appear that legislation had little discernible impact upon Hopton.

It became necessary to shift my focus (upon attendance) from
one school, and so I examined the W.S.E.C. report( ) which concerns
the largest area of my micro study. The perspective is also
altered by the reason that this statement was written.

"The system adopted (under the elementary education act 1902)
has proved most satisfactory, West Suffolk standing very high in
the government statistical returns. The increased attendance
has resulted in a very large increase in the amount of government
grant recieved.' *15

This report is predominantly enthusiastic and largly self
congratulatery in tone. Within his introduction Mr F.R.Higles states
"The report is necessarily a sketchy one, but at the same
time it is true and correct so far as impressions and details are

concerned."
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Because his purpose was to:-

"Interpret some of the spirit of good will with which the
(late) chairman, members and officials have faced their duties
and the co-operation within which all have worked in the same
interests."

I must conclude that Mr. Hughes was biased.*16 The report forms

a kind of memorial to The Hon H.W.L.Corry J.P. (chairman from
1903-1914) Mr.Hughes was understandably enthusiastic in promoting
the excellent record of school attendance and added a table of
statistics.*17 But what this extract illustrates is the underlying
motive for such enthusiasm. Government grant was of utmost import-
ance to an education authority struggling to survive 'In the
absence of further aid from the exchequer.' Nowhere can this be
seen more clearly than whithin the evidence of a woman involved

in education from 1914 until the late 1940's.*18

"And so the more children you had nine to fourteen the more
seven and sixes but of course I didn't have them I only had the
younger ones' . ."A lot of little children only brought in half
a crown a year!' *19



CHAPTER THREE

In the same way that chapter one has been divided I chose
to seperate the micro study into two sections. This division
has served to maintain clarity, but the counter effect has
been to accentuate the imbalance between the sources applicable
to 1900-1918 and those for 1918-1930. The predofiinance of
education and employment in my analysis of 1900-1918 has

influenced and thus restricted my choice of sources for 1918-1930.

1918-1930

The actual number and variety of primary sources that I
was able to use for 1900 to 1918 is considerably greater than
those surviving from the later period. Given that there is a
general tendency amongst historical data to decrease in volume
with age, it seems ironic that for the period after the first
world war I was unable to uncover as much evidence (within the
limits of my resources of course) as for a period longer ago.
My research into secondary sources has shown that historians
tend to concentrate more upon periods of optimism such as the
Edwardian era, than upon the unattractive years of depression.*1
(I percieve the Edwardian era as a period which held the crux
of great changes not a turning point in itself.) Consequently
there is an imbalance in secondary sources between 1900 and 1930
and this is reflected in the sources of my micro study.

s )

Futhermore I encountered many problems which stemmed in
fact from the fundamental question: How far can a changing
attitude towards children be traced? What the question implies,
and the method that I have used is comparison, consider the
logic of the scientist, no accurate comparison can be made unless
the variables are constant. For example within my research for
the period 1900-1918 I used the census of 1901 and 1911 and so
logically I wanted to use the equivelant information from the
1921 and 1931 Here. However their statistics could not easily
be comparied. As I have illustrated in the appendices the format
of 1901 and 1911 remain sufficiently alike for comparison (with
a great deal of calculations) But by 1921 not only have the jobs
changed*2 but the method of tabulation is not even similar.
This is also the case within.the 1931. I became aware that as
a historian the 'variables' may be altered, I changed my approach
and got favorable results, thus using instinct history becomes
an art.

Because of the new format 1921, census I was unable to
create a table representing the most popular occupation for boys
or for girls. What is significant though is the number of jobs
categorically intended for males only. This is anattitude
reflected in the curriculum. Domestic subjects were strictly
'for girls only' including the proper performance of ordinary
domestic duties. . .*3

I have no direct equivelent to the 1902 enquiry, but the
oral sources that I do have, as interviews, compare because
both offer personal opinions. My interviews may be considered
more valuable because I am able to ask specific questions of
the source literally. Hoeever this must be balenced against
the fact the enquiry witnesses were more qualified to answer
legislative questions. 1 asked questions of both Edith and

13
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Nancy which reflected the legislation. But it would be
unreasonable to expect answers to direct questions about the
impact of acts that happened during their childhood. As a

child one doesn't percieve legislation leave alone within the
context of that which went before it. Although the education
acts that have occured in my lifetime obviously effected me I
did not feel the impact. I have only since this project under-
stood their real significance. Equally the evidence of these
ladies has been effected by experience since. I did venture

to ask Nancy:

53 "It is very interesting that you were a pupil teacher
because that helps in my study of education as a whole.
And so as a teacher do you think that any legislation put out
by the government had any real effects on what you were doing
at school, can you remmember any particular changes?"

"No. Of course when I was at Riddlesworth that would be
at the time that evacuees descended on us you see. When war
started in 1939 in the September. . .'"*

This evidence obviously cannot be restricted to this time
period and as a living source should not be. Later in the
interview Nancy made a particuarly valid comment:

65 '"Well all those years back there wasn't a great change.

I think probably at the time I was at Riddlesworth we did have
more than when I was at school. But not'a great lot because
you see there was not the money."

It is of course on a personal level as Nancy then proceded
to talk in much detail about how grants affected her. But much
is to be gained from linking it to the earlier period with
the Breviate 1916 P&-

The cost of raising the school age to 13 would be £53,000,
of raising it to 14 £489,000, exclusive of loan charges, and
of universal compusory continuation classes up to 17 £2,625,000.

from this I deduce yet another reason for slow change. And that
by the late 1920's the situation had not improved by much
financially.
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CHAPTER = FOUR

The aim of this project has been to use local sources to
address an historical problem which is on a natiomal scale.
Thus given my evidenge,how far can a changk in attitude towards
children be traced between 1900 and 19307

) Attitudes towards children did change. This is evident

in the gradual improvment in the treatment of children this
century which has been widely accepted as 'popular history!

It must be of comfort to Whig historian that no longer are
children of "six, seven and eight employed in factories and work-
shoRs.”*l Indeed by tracing the progress of education and
employment legislation I have been able to identify reasons

for changes in the welfare of children. I have shown a decline
in the neccesity for children to work, or at least as young as
they did in Victorian times. Which coupled with extended
education increased their changes of an "improved standard of
living "*2 in a nation ever more industrial and competative
particuarly after the first world war. However what this project
has taught me above all is to examine the process of change,

it is not allways fluid.

Contrary to the Whig belife my study of 1900-1930 does not
show a steady progression towards better conditions. It is
ironic when we consider that the period was dominated by
liberal refomative legislation. 1 chose to use legislation
becauge I, felt it would be an indication of public attitude,and
also-by its nature an istigator of change. But before I had
Yeached this hypothesis I had begun my research by trying to
'match' the local evidence to what historians had said and I
had had some success with this. However I began to realise that
this did no justice to my sources and that all I arrivied at
was further generalizations. The narrow perspective of a
Microstudy is more important in my understanding of Edwardian
childhoods than a broad overview. This is because by concentrating
on one area I have been able to identify factors that effected
the process of change. These could not be attributed to the
lives of all children at that time because I have studied
children from the working class only, but more importantly
bocayge; SH8YuBEs TRECH 1SSt SBERGH o bk TRY RYLY I8y, fenfative
other agricultural regions without examining their community
in depth.

My evidence for Suffolk has shown two such factors, that
have both advanced and hindered progress, most clearly. Firstly
the role of legislation itself in this area was made unique by
the West Suffolk Education Committee's interpretation of bye-laws*3
Although in this area they were not used to considerable extent

at any one time, their use was prolonged. Thus the exemptions
that I have traced through chapter one on a national scale can
recognised in Suffolk. But because within Suffolk thes exemptions
continued to be in use for much longer the gradual raising of

the school leaving age during the period 1900 to 1930, had a
retarded effect.

A second feature of Suffolk uncovered by my research, which
had slowed the progress of change, is the fact that Suffolk was
Jargly rural. Communication was poor and according to Mr.F.R.
Hughs *4 this was a cause for slow progress in education along
with his concerns for financial aid-
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Equally Nancy's account 52 (war)*5 illustrates the situation.

By studyng the agricultural aspect of this area question
was raised which underlines the urgency with which historians
believed improvement was needed. East Anglia has been described
as 'the bread basket of the nation" and as such, agriculture
obviously had a large role to play in the lives of those living
in Suffolk. It was agriculture that employed more boys than
any other occupation throughout the period as a whole. And so
it comes as a suprise that few exemptions can be traced. Not
as many as in the factory areas for example that would employ
an equal number of children, boys or girls (here the majority
of girls worked as domestics). But unlike factory work agriculture
was not Jangeroys fRithg eiiigFeRendd R:&ERSIEInERERY A HBECY RS
been harmful in itself. And so it could be argued that in this

area the 'treatment' of children had not been so bad that it
needed improvment.

But of coursg chl%daen employed would lose education
and so a COMPIroOmise “réac At the time when farmers were
losing workers to the schools; the teachers were learning farming
methods; in order that the children might 'adopt the trade and
calling of their parent's '*6 They were from 1907-1913 (under
the suggestion of the 1902 inquiry) ‘adapting 'Our educational

system to meet local requirements.)*7

And so within my analysis of legislation throughout the
eriod as a whole I have identified those acts which effected
Juffolk. And I have established the fact that this legislation

was slow to reach Suffolk. It is by using specific examples
that I may illustrate the pace at which these acts managed to
change the situation for children in Suffolk. Within the report
of 1902 (source ) this opinion was voiced;

9416 Have_you any otherpoints to mention? - I think the
policeman shouldpot be employed with regard to the illegal
employment of children.

9417 You would give it to the school attendance officer?-
Yes.* '8

‘Not.until much latér-ih the West Suffolk Fducation Committee
report do we see an ammendment to this problem.

The chief attendance officer supervises the work of the
local officers and submits his report to the sub committee. *9

I have incorparated other examples within the text which
illustrate a sustained interest in assessing the slow pace of
change in Suffolk.

A further means of assessing progress in the period as a
whole was to use sources which I graphed.*10 The kind of trends
they present lend themselves very well to this. These trends
represent change as a continual process, which it is, and so

highlight the main problem that I had comparing two artificial
'era's'. By distinguishing these periods and contrasting them
against each other I felt I would be able to assess the period
as a whole more effectivly, but oral evidence and ghaphed
evidence could not be fitted into my arbitary but neccesary
classification.There were by contrast problems with the cenSus
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which arose from the fact the information did not have continuity

but the fact that the types of jobs available changed and
increased between 1900-1921 is indicative of progress.

Therefore within this project I have used my local sources
in two ways, to fulfil my principal aim to gain knowledge about
those things which I felt were most significant to the lives
8f children but also to examine the value of legislation as an
instigator of change. My micro study has shown that in this
region legislation was very slow to come into effect and may
therefore be considered one of the less important elements of
causation. By marking it's progress a very slow change in
attitude between 1900 and 1930 becomes apparent.
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CONCLUSION

The process of research and writing up this project raised
in my mind a number of methodological issues: My principle
concern has been to evaluate the relative values of the micro
study against generalizations; that have been made by historians
about the nature of childhood in the early twentieth century
and those which I have made even within the small context of
a micro study.

: Initially my research was based around four main theémes
common to the study of childhood.*1 Education, health, family

life and employment. I soon realised that a sufficiently detailed
study of all four throughout the whole period was beyond my
resources. And so I employed legislation as a means of selection.
I chose legislation because I felt it would have effected every
aspect of the child's life. I have also found that it bridges

the gap between the national and local situation (by being
effective in both areas). Within my analysis of legislation

There is a general tendancy towards education and employment.

This results from the sources themselves.as these were predominant
concerns in the period in question.,and not from any bias that I
might have placed upon the source. Therefore I began to use oral
sources as a means of examining health and family life in more depth.

The problems that I have had with oral sources have
caused me to wonder whether a less persondl study would have
been better. The historian must be wary of a personal
involvment with sources to the point of bias, for example
in my interview with Nancy I refer to the people of Hopton
in a way that reveals that I have always lived here.. .

"Quite healthy around here were we?"

"We were all pretty healthy yes. Knowing it was quite a
good place to livel'*2

Therefore the microstudy may suffer problems of reliability

wbere as a view based upon less emotional statistical evidence
might be better from that respect.

I could have used statistics or demography as an alternative
structure to legislation but I became wary of demography in
isolation . .

"Demographic Knowledge can contribute little more than a
realisation of the basic facts.(in brief)
1 Mortality was much higher than in the past. . .
2 Fertility also was much higher. . . *3

With either I would still have required the evidence of
people. If I may parody an aphorism to express my feeling

'"" General tendancies do not decide alone, great personalites
are always necessary to make them effective.''*4
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Thus as a result of my study I began to feel that general-
isations have their place but really only within a microstudy

of an areg such as this, can be approximate the 'truth'about

a society  past. The influence of McFarlane *5 may be felt

in this, but the process of my inquiry has developed my

thoughts beyond this. I do not belive that the generalisations
that this 'truth' would ultimatly imply are valid when they

serve only to mask the value of individual sources. IT is

largly the individual circumstances of an areathat have effected
change within that region. These must however be examined within
the context of the Nation or period which was made up of countless
other factors of change, that have either advanced or hindered
progress. Such as the national economy or the rise in the middle
class 'Ideology of motherhood' *6 It is rather like looking at
the internal evidence*7 of a primary source the external

evidence is most important but the historian should not be
influenced to greatly by his knowledge of these external factors.
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Primary sources
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Employment of School Children

Inter departmental committee report '"H.M.I.S.' stated in
extract from A Breviate of Parlimentary Papers 1900-1916.
Report on Employment of School Children! minutes from evidence.
Mr.Johnson.
Mr.Plesants.
Mr. Holmes.
Wages and Earnings of Agricultural labourers in the U.K.
Cost of living index.
Earnings and laws of labour.
Agricultural Education in England and Wales.
Employment of children act.
Bye-laws London.

n Devon.
The work of Education.

Analysis of Census Information.

1901 Occupations of Males and Females of between 10 and 25years.
Key to occupations available in 1901 in Suffolk, East and West
Most popular occupation for children 1901 b

Example of original census information.'

Statistical comparison of 1901 and 1911 census information

to show progression.

1911 Occupations of Males and Females of between 10 and 25 years.
Key to occupations available in 1911,in Suffolk East and West.
Most popular occupation for children 1911 "

Example of original census information '.

1921 Occupations of Males and Females of between 12 and 25years
Key to occupations available in 1921 in Suffolk East and West
Example of originad census information™1921.

Analysis of oral evidence within context of legislation.

Careers.
Legislation.
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2 Discipline within the family and at school with an analysis
of the punishment book.

3 Church with photographs of Gabrielle Clears in 'Sunday clothes.'

4 Hopton Parochial School Details of the school building, teachers
curriculum etc.

5 An analysis of school attendance with regard to exemptions
and other legislation discussed within chapter one particularly.
Includes an example of the Labour certificate of total exemption.

6 Health with analysis of Medical inspection register, and
certificates (source G)

7 War.

E Extract from'The Red Code' 1902-12 pg 4 The Elementary Code 1912

F List of all local sources used (in descending order) for reference
to chapter two.

G Official regulations as to the School records and registration
for comparison with documents from Hopton school. Did they stick
to the rules? '



Section A Secondary sources
1 Extract from Edward Royle Modern Britian.

"Dispite the rising population the number of children under
15 years old recorded as employed fell from 423,000 boys and
237,000 girls in 1851 to 346,000 boys and 200,000 girls in 1911.
- The single most important measure to reduce the participation
of children in the labour force was the extension of schooling,'.
1867

By this date th ough women's work in the fields was in

decline. Victorian sensabilites were aroused at the prospect
of women and children working in labour gangs under harsh gang-
masters, which was common in the Eastern Counties and survived
parlimentary condemnation in 1843.

Z Extract from Edward Royle Modern Britian.

"For many unmarried women, domestic service was the best
source of employment. In 1851 1027,000(37%) of the female
workforce over the age of 15 was in domestic service, slightly
more than were employed in textile manufacture and dressmaking.
Even as late as 1911 domestic service remained by far the largest
single catagory of female employment, having almost doubled in
size during the period 1851-1911 to 23127,000(39% of the total
female occupied population). Textiles“and clothing industries
are next, together employing 1,695,000(31%) There was little
choice for most women until changes in the structure of employment
brought new opportunities at the begining of the 20th century."

3 Extract from A.H. Halsey Trends in british society since 1900.

"With as many as 1500 districts and 10,000 parishes involved
a detailed analysis of the changes which have taken place this
century would fill at least a volume in itself'"(and so a brief
summary)''The period 1888-1969 can broardly speaking be divided
into four convienient sections. From 1888-1929 there was a
period best described as a 'free for all', where structural «
change depended very much on local inititave and took place in
a piecemeal fashion. The 1929 local government act may be seen
as the begining of reform.



4 Extract from H.C.Dent, Century of Growth in English Education
1870-1970 (London, 1970) page 24.

"Thus again and again one is forced to realise the
limitations of man's thought and feeling at any given point
of time. During the first half of the 19th century devout
Christians, deeply religious according to their lights,
argued with all sincerity in favour of employing children
of six, seven and eight years in factories and workshops."

2 Within the preface to his most valuable collection of
autobiographies, John Burnmett has made generalization justified
by his extensive research.

"It is notable that in describing their childhoods writers
generally address themselves to a fairly restricted set of
themes which, by inference, they regard as of particular significanc:
—for example,their earliest memories, their first realization of
identity, their fantasies and religious beliefs, their discipline
and duties within the home, the extent of child-care, the end of
chilghﬂod and their first entry to full-time work and the adult
world.

"Yet the happiest memories of thild life generally came
from large working-class families which, by modern standards,
had no luxuries and very few comforts, but which stood somewhat
above the level of the very poor."

6 Edith

16 "We had enough food to eat, and we were kept tidy that sort
of thing, but we never had a lot of money, not in those days.
Even though my father was in bussiness!' He was a carrier, on
wednesdays and saturdays. The children had to take parcels for
their father ot people in the village, by foot, and would only
get tuppence for a parcel, "Sometimes the people would give us
halfpenny sweets.' And on weekdays after school chores would

be done, and looking after their pet's.

7 Extract from 'The family in history interdisciplinary essays'
Etienne van de Walle.

"Demographic knowledge can contribute little more than a
realisation of the basic facts.
1 mortality was much higher in the past and therefore the
risk of being orphaned or (from the point of view of the parents)
of losing children in infancy was much greater prior to the 19th
century than it is now.
2 Fertility also was much higher and therefore a younger age
distribution existed and children made up a higher part of the
population. "



John Burnetts Analysis of Lawrence Stone's 'Affective Individualism'

- So much may be regarded as historical fact and largely uncontro-
versial, but lively debate has recently surrounded the work of Lawrence
Stone and his concept of the development of ‘affective individualism’.
Stone distinguishes six types of child-rearing practices which are in part
chronological and in part class-specific. He argues that the Early Mod-
ern family was characterized by high mortality and low affect. Among
the aristocracy, the attitude towards children had been largely one of
indifference once the needs of succession has been met by the birth of a
male heir: children were abandoned to nurses, tutors and other surro-
gates and little direct care or affection was evidenced. During the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries there was a marked growth of
civility, polite manners and language, campaigns against cruelty and a
decline in formality of relatons between parents and children;
greater privacy was introduced into family life and greater concern for
children’s health and education. These new forces came into full de-
velopment in the third type of family pattern, among the wealthy
bourgeoisie of the eighteenth century where family life was now child-
oriented, affectionate and permissive; traditional practices such as
swaddling, wet-nursing and severe punishment declined, and more
education took place at home rather than at boarding-schools. Bu,
although affection had now largely superseded neglect, a further change
occurred in the closing decades of the eighteenth century associated
with the Methodist Revival — the concept of the child as naturally sinful
and requiring his will to be broken by stern discipline. In many middle-
class households there was therefore a reversion to a more patriarchal,
authoritarian family type, though involving intense emotional and re-
ligious concern for children’s welfare, which held sway roughly from the
17705 to the 1870s. Among the working classes, it is argued, these
changes did not reach very far. Here, ignorance and lack of resources
still caused heavy infant mortality, drove children out to work ata tender
age, and brutalized relationships between spouses and between parents
and children. Untl real incomes rose in the later nineteenth century,
until family size began to decline and more infants survived, there was
little time or space in working-class life for strong emotional investment,
and children had to take their share in the common struggle for survival.
The final stage of Stone’s model is reached in the late nineteenth
century, when there is a gradual rewurn to permissiveness, child-
centredness and emotional affect, again beginning in the middle-class
intelligentsia but caused by a variety of new influences — the decline of
strict religiosity, women’s emancipation, family limitation and the new
psychological theories of child development. These trends ultimately
affected all social classes in the twentieth century in one way or another,
resulting in the small modern family characterized by a high concentra-
tion of affection and attendon, a decline in paternal authority, more
‘natural’ child-rearing practices and more democratic sharing of roles.
In the modern family, where infant death is exceptional, where the
length of children’s dependence is increased by extended education,
and where marriage itself now often endures for fifty or more vears, love
and affection have become increasingly important as the primary bonds
of family life.?



1 cannot express in a clearer way the feelings that I share
with Thea Thompson illustrated in this passage from Edwardian
Childhoods

9 "Everyone's childhood memories are interesting to listen to
but after the spoken word has passed into the recorded

word and then into the typewritten word, much is lost and in

some interviews information which is useful and valuable can make
dull reading, especially for those who are not in a position to
recall the tone of a man's voice as he remembers his mother, or
the tension in a woman's face and hands as she talks about poverty
and disappointment. The tape recorder cannot do justice to those
who communicate more readily with the language of gesture, eyes
and body than with words."

Within her book Thea Thompson also refers to Lawrence Stone

"I have found his model a useful one and his accounts of
%QmiLy types helped my understanding of Edwardian families,..."

"By 1700 among upper bougeois, professional and gentry
families, a trend away from patriarchal households was apparent.
The decision-making power and standing of women increased, though
their economic power did not, and they became increasingly occupied
with nurturing and rearing children. They became more child-
oriented and so became more permissive in bringing up their children.
It is no coincidence that at this time, in the eighteenth century,
the infant mortality rate began to fall and it became more worth
while to invest love and care in a child. Stone notes a trend
back to paternalism in the late eighteenth century, the re-emergence
of the subordination of women and children, of discipline and
sexual repression. This was to be followed in the last quarter
of the nineteenth century by a counter-trend which by the Edwardian
period had established itself as a move away from the hierarchical
obedience of Victorian family life."



B Employvment of school-children

1 Inter-dept. Cttee. Rep. pp. 25. 1901. Mins. of ev., apps.,
index. 1902.

1902 Ccd. 849, xxv, 261. Mins. of ev., etc.; 1902 Cd. 895,
xxv,287 apptd. Jan., sgd. Nov., 1901
H. H. S. Cunynghame (ch.), Troup, Lindsell, Harrison, Smith.

"To inquire into the question of the employment of children
during school age, and to report what alterations are desirable
in the laws relating to child labour and school attendance and
in the administration of those laws."

The Committee was set up as the result of serious facts
disclosed by the Return on Wage Earning Children (1899 (23)
(205) 1xxv). Approximately 300,000 children combined paid work
with school attendance, probably 50,000 worked 20 hours per
week and a considerable proportion of this number worked 30,40
and 50 hours per week. Many worked longer than the factory
hours allowed for children of the same age. In evidence, Mr.
Mundella argued that as the statutes regulating factories and
mines could not apply to the thousands of little shops, etc.,
the Education Authority should be given powers, through bye-
laws, to issue labour certificates to school children.

The appendices (1 toc3.4illustrate just some of my
analysis of the census returns, this was my first primary source
in the study of employment and inherently education. The 1902
report was of utmost importance giving personal opinions upon
the legislation proposed. The above is what the report intended
to do and an extract from the secondary source 74 A Breviate of
Parlimentary Papers 1900-16 (Page 230). This is particuarly
important in marking the progression of such a report. Thus
I follow it through until the final piece of legislation,
Employment of Children act 1903. Discussed also in 'Careers'
(apps.) and beyond into the 1910 inquiry.(apps.

I felt it of great importance to include reports throughout
the period also to mark change even improvment but equally this
illustrates how slow change was. As discussed in chapter two
these ideas have been extended to apps.



B2 Deparmental Committee on Employment of School Children:
Minutes of Evidence.

Mr. Clark, called, and Examined.

Mr. Clark, a farmer, gave evidence on 23rd. May 1901.
This is an extract from his interview with the committee chairman:
Mr. Cunynghame. Page 256

9430. Don't the children join gangs? - Not small children;
the gangs consist of women and young persons from 15-20
years of age.

9431. What is the effect in your opinion of early labour
upon children? - I think it benificial as regards health,
but there are different opinions as to the moral effect.

9432. What is the cause of its being bad for their morals? -
Where you get a lot of young people together they will
chatter about something.

8433. I suppose the gangs are composed of a good many
riff-raff? - Sometimes they are.

9434, Are the men and women who make up the gang as good
as your ordinary labourer? - That is rather hard to say.

9435. As a general principle you would be in favour of
some form of bye-law making to regulate child labour? -

I think so; these gang masters have to take out a licence;
itdwould be a serious thing if the gangs were put on one
side.

9436. (Mr. Lindsell) The gang system is rather peculiar
to the Fen district? - Yes.

9437. This fen farm work is done by gangs to a great extent? -
Yes, at certain seasons; potatoes for instance.

9438. The gang master contracts? - Yes, in a good many cases.

9439. He would contract for fruit and flowers, and potatoes? -
Yes we give him 2s. an acre for setting potatoes.

9440, Are there many children under 14 in these gangs? -
I don't think so.

9441. Tt would not affect the farmer if children under 14
were kept out of these gangs altogether? - I don't think
it would.



9.1 Mr. O D. Johnson,c.c., J.P., Farmer, Bury St. Edmunds.

This complete report can be found on page 581.

I find in this parish children under the age of
thirteen years, and who are entitled to leave school by being
certified as having passed Standard V., are employed only as
follows:-

Some few, maybe three or four, on Saturdays, on
which days the school is not open; and a good many, most of
those who are old enough to be of service during harvest time,
when school is closed for the annual holiday.

I have no knowledge of any being employed in agriculture
when school is open.

The attendance of scholars in our nationmal school here
is, for older scholars in the standards 125. On enquiriry I find
there are now the following who are under 13 years of age, and
have not passed Standard V. They are not, however, employed
in agriculture:-

Six boys out of school hours, who are described as
"errand boys,'" for about one hour after 12 o'clock, and for a
time after school in the afternoon. Two boys assist a shopkeeper
during the same hours, and the two lose one or two attendances in
most school weeks on this account.

One girl is employed at 12 o'clock for a time, and
after school in the afternoon.

The schoolmaster tells me a boy, who about a year since
was employed at 12o0'clock in the day, and in the afternoon appeared
tired and not so brisk at work as he should be; otherwise (with the
exception of the loss of attendances made by the two boys mentioned)
I have no knowledge of any evil effect on either health, education
or character of the children employed as above stated.

There are no children of small farmers who work either
in agriculture or otherwise, who are under the age when by statute
they are compelled to attend school.



29 Memorandum by Mr. Pleasants.
Mr.C.W. Chaston, Agent, Harleston. Said of Mr.Pleasants.

'Amongst those I have consulted relative to the
questions asked are Mr. H. Thirkettle and Mr.C.
Pleasants, both of whom are exceptionally well
qualified to give information and opinions. I
therefore endorse the notes they have supplied
me with.

Mr. Pleasants has achieved great success as a
school master, and as chairman of a Parish
Council and a member of a District Council.

Memorandum in full to be found on page 581.

Operation.- Children, speaking generally,are employed in helping
at farm work as follows:-

(1) Farmers' boys, to help feeding cattle before
and after school and Saturdays. These are well
fed and clothed.

(2) Poorer children, lads, engaged in a similar
way at per weekly wage, about 1s. 6d.

Operation.- These often are tired out during day school, and
show effects of early morning work.

Effect.- In this district are fairly fed and clothed, and no
particular hardship is noted. No persistent oppresion. It
gives a better chance of food and clothing in a large family.
It gives insight into technical work.

Causes.- Labourers too indipendent to submit to hardships of
this kind, and too fondly ignorant of children's work, unless
obliged, for food and clothing.

Reason of Child Labour.- (a) Scarcity of manual workers. Rural
depopulation. Eagerness for town life, and to get off the land.

Garden Work.- Occasional help, but not persistant; unpaid.

School Hours.- Tendency to work occasionally owing to (a) at
threshing, stonepicking, cattleminding, as orders; baby-minding
(girls). Mothers are generally very prone to encourage this
latter towards their own assistance in domestic and outside
work. It is one of the greatest drawbacks to attendance in
rural parts.

Fruit picking.- None.

Evil.- Children are not overworked.



9.9 _Mr. J. Sancroft Holmes, J.P., landowner, Harleston.

This extract is from a letter offered in evidence.
It sums up Mr. Holmes' opinions. Page 284 (He had been interviewed
on 2nd. May 1900.

An alteration of the law as to the employment of
children is called for in the interests of agriculture, but the
real crux of the question seems to be in the aduptation of our
educational system to meet local requirements, the better to
enable those who must perforce get their living out of the land,
to get an education which will fit them for their trade in life.
Practical experience in the actual work upon which children will
depend should not be sacrificed to a hard-and-fast standard of
age, excellent as it may be for other employments. Parents
hardly pressed to provide the actual necessaries of life for their
families should not be bound by the same regulations as parents
whose incomes are such as to free them from any necessity to seek
help from the employment of their children. The circumstances
as to rural schools, the distance that many children have to travel,
and the inclemency of the weather should be taken into account in
calculating the attendances required.
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3 Wages and Earnings of Agricultural Labourers in the United Kingdom

N |

Rep., apps. pp. x, 269. 1900 1900 Cd., 346, lxxxii, 557
A. Wilson Fox.

The report describes the various classes of agricultural
labourers, their duties, and the terms of their engagements,
hiring fairs, etc. An account is also given of the different
ways in which the labourers' nominal wages are augmented, e.g.
by piecework, extra earnings at harvest, etc., and by allowances
in kind, such as free cottages, potatoes, fuel, etc., which
are frequently an important factor of their total earnings.
The rates of wages paid to the various classes of men in each
county are given, and also their total earnings, including
all cash payments and the value of allowances in kind. Charts
show changes in the rate of wages over a period of 50 years.
There is asection of migratory Irish labourers in England
and Scotland.

—-——-Second Report, apps. pp. xii, 263. (1905) 1905 Cd.2376,
wewii, 335

In addition to information on rates of wages and yearly
earnings, this report deals also with the cost of living
of famm workers, the hours of work and general conditions
of labour.
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5 Earnings and Hours of Labour of Workpeople of the lnited
Kingdom..

Enquiry. 1. Textile trades in 1906. Rep., apps. pp. lxxiv,
250. 14909

1909 Cd. 4545, lxxx, 1
G. R. Askwith.

The continuous record of changes in the rates of wages
requires to be supplemented at intervals by large scale
investigation into weekly earnings. The statistical
returns received cover 44 per cent of the 1,171,000 employed
in the Textile Trades. The average wage for a full week in
1906 was 28s.1d. for men and 15s. 5d. for women, an average
increase since 1886 of 20 per cent for men and 22 per cent
for women; but a comparision of 1884-8 and 1904-8 however
shows increases of 16 per cent and 18 per cent respectively.
Working time has fallen by 2 per cent.

——— 11. Clothing Trades in 1906. Rep., apps. pp- 1xvi,237.
1909

1909 Cd.4844, 1xxx, 325

0f the total of 1,500,000 workers engaged in these trades
in 1906, 789,000 (205,000 males and 584,000 females) were
employed in factories and workshops, the rest working in
their own homes for employers or on their own account.
The statistics, which refer to those engaged in factories
and workshops only, show average cash wages of 28s. 3d. for
men 13s. for women, 9s. 7d. for lads and 5s. 8d. for girls.
The average yearly earnings would be approximately £37 per
head.

———l}l.1égui%g%gg_andﬂﬂnmdmﬂxkingﬁlzades in 1906. Rep., apps.
pp-xl, -

1910 Cd. 5086,1lxxxiv,1

The return covered 14 per cent of the 1,250,000 workers
employed, but in nearly every town of importance wage rates
were fixed by agreement and were well recognized. The average
earnings in the building trades were 31ls. 6d. for men, 36s.4d.
for skilled men and 24s.5d. for labourers. The earnings of
men in works of construction (harbours,roads,etc.) were 27s.,
in sawmilling 27s. 1d., in cabinet making 32s.1d.

———1V. Public Utility Services in 1906. Rep., apps. pp.xxviii,
194. 1910

1910 Cd. 5196, lxxxiv, 229

The average earnings of all workers in these industries
were £67 per head, varying from £78 in gas supply, £70 in
water supply to £62 10s. in urban and £41 10s. in rural
road and sanitary services.

12
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-—-V. Agriculture in 1907. Rep., apps. pp. xxvi, 58. 1910
1910 Cd. 5460,1lxxxiv,451

The average annual earnings of full-time adult male
farm servants in 1907 were in England £47 15s., in Wales
£46 16s., in Scotland 50 19s. and in Ireland £29 4s. The
average weekly wage varied from 22s. in Durham to 16s 4d.
in Oxfordshire, 19s. 3d. in Glamorgan and 16s. 6d. in
Cardiganshire. The average earnings of the predominant class
of agricultural labourer in 1907 was greater than in 1898 by
5> per cent in England and 8 per cent in Scotland.

---V1. Metal, Fngineering and Shipbuilding Trades in 1906.
Rep, apps. pp. 1lii, 200. 1911

1911 Cd. 5814, lxxxwviii,1

Returns were recieved covering one-half the 1,500,000
workers employed. The average weekly earnings of men varied
from 42s. in tinplate manufacture to 31s. 4d. in the manufacture
of light iron castings. In iron and steel manufacture the
average was 39s.1ld. in shipbuilding 35s. 11d. There were
wide differences of earnings within the occupations in iron
and steel manufacture, 24 per cent of the men earning less
than 25s. while 3 per cent earned £5:-or more. The earnings
in many important trades had risen in twenty years by 21 per
cent; in pig iron manufacture the increase was 3 per cent.
in shipbuilding 23 per cent. But 1886 was a depressed and
1906 a prosperous year.

—-—-V11l. Rajlway Service in 1907. Rep., apps. pp. xxix, 258.
1912

1912-13 Cd. 6053, cviii,1

The bulk of the employees in the industry were full-time
male workers, nearly all of them being 'six-day' workers,
except on electric railways, where one-half were 'six-day'
workers. Average actual weekly earnings, excluding uniform
and other allowances, varied from 45s. 11d. for engine
drivers,3ls. 2d. for goods guards, 27s. 6d. for signalmen
to 19s. 9d. for porters. Two-thirds had annual holidays
of 3 to 6 days with pay.

-—-V111. Paper, Printing, etc., Trades; Pottery, Brick, Glass
and Chemical Trades; Food, Drink and Tobacco Trades; and
miscellaneous Trades in 1906. Rep., apps. pp.xxxv, 298. 1913

1912-13 Cd. 6556,cviii, 289

The average earnings of men working full-time varied
from 23s.4d. in the paper and printing trades, 29s.2d. in
the pottery, brick and chemical trades, to 26s. 4d. in food,
drink and tobacco trades and 27s.1d. in the miscellaneous
trades. There were considerable variations round these
averages - 29.7 per cent in the paper and printing group
earning from 20s. to 30s. as compared with 55.4 per cent
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in the food, drink and tobacco trades. The average weekly
hours were under 50 for 17 per cent of the workpeople and
between 54 and 60 for 43 per cent.

6 Agricultural Education in England and Wales

There were between July 1908 and May 1913 a series of
11 reports carried out to enquire what advantage would be
gained from teaching those children (lads) from rural areas
agriculture, horticulture and other allied subjects. The first
which was entitled Agricultural Education England and Wales.
was proposed in March 1907. Lord Reay was chairman of the
departmental committee report:-

] . . u . .

To inquire as to the provision which has now been made
for affording scientific and technical instruction in
agriculture in England and Wales, and to report whether,
in view of the practical results which have already been
obtained, the existing facilities for the purpose are satisfactory
and sufficient, and if not, in what manner they may, with
advantage be modified or extended.'

While at the time of the last direct enquiry into agricultural
education in 1887-8 there were only four or five institutions
providing courses in agriculture, there were now at least 24.

This was followed by subsequent reports and then the Rural
Education Conference 1st, Report 1910. The second of these
reports is relevent to this micro-study:-

The Qualification of Teachers of Rural Subjects,
apps. pp. 23. 1911 1911 Cd. 57773, viii, 553 sgd May 1911
H. Hobhouse (Ch)

"To call attention to the lack of teachers properly qualified
for giving instruction in rural subjects in the Elementary Schools,
and the means which should be taken to raise the standard of
efficientcy in these subjects."

The curriculum in rural schools should be less purely literary
As the children in country schools are rarely more than 13 years
old, observation, nature study and manual work are important.
Their teachers should have a broard general education, together
with a familiarity with country life and rural science. The
instruction should be part of ordinary teaching done by regular
members of the staff, and not specialized teachers.

Manual Instruction in Rural FElementary Schools and the Individual
i 1 i in Rural Elementary Schools, apps. pp.23

1913 1912-13 Cd. 6571,xi, 193 sgd Dec., 1912

H. Hobhouse (Ch)

"That this Conference should consider - (a) the possibility
and advisability of introducing Manual Instruction throughout
the whole of a child's Schoole Life into the Rural Elementary
Schools as a new method of teaching rather than as a new subject;
(b) whether a system of periodic, independent, individual
Examination of children in Rural Elementary Schools should be
initiated."



By manual instruction was meant cookery, laundry work,
housewifery, dairy work and gardening for girls, and gardening
handicrafts and light woodwork for boys.

7 7% Employment of Children Act, 1903
Dept.Cttee. Rep.pp. 23.(1910.) Mins. of ev., apps., index. 1910
1910 cd. 5229,xxviii,1. Mins of ev., etc.; 1910 Cd. 5230,xxviii,
25 apptd. July, 1909. sgd. April, 1910

J. A. Simon (Ch), Gladstone (Mrs.), Chambers, Gulland, Richards,
Sherwell, Whitehouse, Bridgeman, Delevigne, Guinness, Law.

"To inquire into the operation of the Employment of
Children Act,1903, and to consider whether any and what futher
legislative regulation or restriction is required in respect to
street trading and other employments dealt with in that Act."

Section 2 of the employment of Children Act, 1903, gives
local authorities power to make bye-laws

! Bye-laws made by the London County Council under the
Emnployment of Children Act,1903 Rep., apps. pp. 28. 1906
1906 Ccd. 2809, xc, 1 sgd. Nov., 1905 C. Jones.

"A local inquiry with respect to the bye-laws made by
the London County Council under the powers conferred on them
by the Employment of Children Act, 1903, and with respect to
the objections thereto." '

On the recommendation of the 1902 Committee, the 1903 Act
gave powers to Local Authorities to make bye-laws regarding the
employment of children, and in pursuance of these powers the
London County Council made a set of bye-laws.

-8 The Bye-law made by the Devon County Council under the

i and on objections thereto
Rep., apps. pp. 15. 1913 1913 Cd. 6988, xxiii, 885 sgd. June 1913
S. Pope.

A bye-law which allowed parents to withdraw their childrer.
entirely from school during the time of religious instruction
had been largely abused for the purposes of employment, but
because of the desire to preserve liberty of conscience the
Education Committee would not withdraw it.

10"  Extact from The West Suffolk Education Committee report
upon ! ion 1903-1914" compiled by the Secretary
for Education for this County Frederick Richard Hughes in 1914

“"The Model Bye-laws of the Board of Education were adopted
in November 1903. Previous to that date the Attendance Bye-laws
in the County varied greatly and caused considerable friction
with parents, who could not understand why the Regulations in
one Parish were different from another."

15
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C  Analysis of census information

Nccupations of Males and Females of between 10 and 25 wyears in Rural

Females Workforce

osuffolk (Fast and West) 1901. (With total figures of working
population, for comparison.

Males 10-25 Females 10-25

Occupations 10-15 16-25  Total 10-15 16-25 Total

Males

i 38 138 176 2 61 63

4 1 55 56 / / /

iii 21 139 160 45 604 3649

iv 201 1014 “1215 888 5004 15892

v 2 134 136 1 30 31

vi 308 977 31285 3 106 109

vii 1892 8521 110413 /. 104 104

viii 6 175 181 / ‘ / /

ix 2 26 28 / / /

x 72 745 817 / / /

xi / 27 27 / / /

xii 115 1295 21410 / / /

xiii 10 97 107 / 2 2

xiv 14 152 166 / 1 1

XV 12 99 111 / 6 6

xvi 25 150 175 25 260 285

xvii 14 79 93 5 25 30

xviii 25 166 191 21 238 2259

xix 19 176 195 50 587 2737

xx 100 897 2997 100 147 247

Xxi / 13 13 / / /

xxii 80 469 549 5 41 46

xxiii / I / / / /

Total

916
233
2081
213519

457
43449

135756

567
180
2464
107
4521
453
514
427
1150
244
1468

53127

34651
65
2330

275¢



1:2 Key to Occupations Available in 1901

Occupations.

i

i1

iii

iv

vi

vii
viii

ix

xi

xii

xiidi

Xiv
XV
xvi
xvii
xviii
Xix
XX

xxXi

Xxii

xxiii

Main Title No. of Divisions

General or Local Government 2
of the Country

Defence of the Country 2

Professional Occupations and 12
their Subordinate Services

Domestic Offices or Services 6
Commercial Occupations 3
Conveyance of Men,Goods and 8
Messages

Agriculture 9
Fishing 1
In and about, and Dealing in the 2
Products of, Mines and Quarries
Metals,Machines,Implements,and 10
Conveyances

Precious Metals,Jewels,Wathes, 2

Instruments and Games

Building and Works of Construction 7

Wood,Furniture,Fittings and 4
Decorations
Brick,Cement,Pottery,and Glass 2

Chemicals,0il,Grease,Soap,Resin etc.5
Skins,Leather,Hair and Feathers 3

Paper,Prints,Books and Stationary 4

Textile Fabrics 7
Dress 6
Food,Tobacco,Drink and Lodging 10

Gas,Water and Electricity Supply 2
and Sanitary Service

Other,General and Undefined Workers 5

Without Specified Occupations or 3
Unoccupied



1:3 Most Popular Qccupation for Children 1901

Males 10-25 No. % of boys % of total workforce
1 (wvii) Agriculture 10313 9,03 28.66
2 (xii) Building and works 4,44 95:23
of construction

3 (vi) Conveyance of men

goods and message; L 0.47 Sl
4 (iv) Domestic offices or ;,4¢ 5.74 28.94

services
5 (xx) Food,tobacco,drink 977 1.88 17. 44

and lodging

Females 10-25 No.

% of girls % of total workforce.

1(iv) Dome§tic offices or 5892
services

2(xix) Dress 737
3(iii)Professional mcupations

and their subordinate 649
services

4(xvi)Skins,leather,hair and285
feathers

S(xviii) Textile Fabrics 259

37.01
1.43

2.16

2.05

43.58
16.21

29 .02

2t FO 35 |

10.25

18
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2 Statistical comparison of 1901 and 1911 census information to
show progression

Information from:- Table 35 - OCCUPATIONS (condensed list of
MALES and FEMALES aged 10 years and upwards at five groups of
ages 1901 - continued. Aggregate of Rural Districts in the
administrative counties of East Suffolk and West Suffolk.

page 76 - 77.

1901

OCCUPIED AND
MALES UNOCUPIED FEMALES
98389 ALL AGES 98189
23142 UNDER 10 YEARS 22766
75747 10 YEARS AND UPWARDS 75403

Information from:- Table 23 - OCCUPATIONS (condensed list of
MALES and FEMALES aged 10 years and upwards, 1911 - continued.
SUFFOLK (East) Aggregate of Rural Districts. Page 51 - 53.
SUFFOLK (West) Aggregate of Rural Districts. Page 57 - 59.
(Which I amalgamated.) _

1911 ‘

OCCUPIED AND
MALES oreRoi ol FEMALES
62,601 ALL AGES 59,669
12,736 UNDER 10 YEARS 12,690

49,865 10 YEARS AND UPWARDS 46,979

20



o Occupations of Males and Females of b

sSuffolk (East and West) 1911,

population, for comparison..
Males

Occupations 10-15 16-25
i 49 304
5 152 1295
iii 23 316
iv 574 3916
\ 12 339
) vi 404 1413
vii 5341 29935
viii 1o 523
ix 5 54
X 182 1153
xi 3 21
xii g7 1623
xiii 16 167
Xiv 10 114
XV 4 195
xvi z1 237
xvii 15 56
xviii 39 238
Xix 33 260
XX 211 1319
xx1i / 438
Xxii 109 1204
xxiii 9954 980

10-25
Total 1015

Males

353 3
1447 /
341 7
2490 1231
461 3
31835 2
135276 118
537 /
59 /
1335 /
24 /
4720 /
183 1
124 1
199 1
258 56
71 /
277 88
293 103
51602 24
48
1313 19

10934 12315

Females

16-25 Total
Females

153 156
/ /
1023 4030
6187 7418
39 42
8 10
1001 119
/ /
3 3
2 2
1 1
/ /
4 5
1 3
1 2
54 110
18 18
514 %602
681 784
421 445
166 185
18515 30830

etween 10 and 25 years in Rural
(With total figures of working

Total
Workforce

963
1651
3928

18262

653

2203
73296

886

172
2388

3
3956

431

271

388
1506

138
1428
2219
5787

102
7313

86989

21



3.2 Key to Occupations Available in 1911

Occupations Main Title No. of Divisions

i General or Local Government 2
of the Country

id Defence of the Country 2

iii Professional Occupations and i
their Subordinate Services

iv Domestic Offices or Services O
\Y Commercial Occupations 3
vi Conveyance of Men,Goods and i
Messages
vii Agriculture 13
viii Fishing 1
ix In and about,and Dealing in the 2
Products of,Mines and Quarries
X Metals,Machines,Implements,and 17
Conveyances
xi Precious Metals,Jewels,Watches 2

Instruments and Games

xii Building and Works of Construction 10
wiii Wood,Furniture,Fittings and 4
Decorations
xiv Brick,Cement,Pottery and Glass 2
XV Chemicals,0il,Grease,Soap,Resin etc.5
Xvi Skins,Leather,Hair and Feathers 4
xvii Paper,Prints,Books and Stationary 5
xviii Textile Fabrics 4
xix Dress 8
-2 Food,Tobacco,Drink and Lodging 18
Xx1i Gas,Water and Electricity Supply 2
and Sanitary Service
®xid Other,General and Undefined Workers 7
xxiii Without Specified Occupations or 3

Unoccupied



3.3 Most Popular Occupation

for Children 1911

Males 10-25 No.

=

(vii) Agriculture 35276

2 (iv)Domegtic offices or 4490
services

3 (vi)Conveyance of men,

goods and messages LERS

B~

(xii)Building and works
. 1720
of construction

5 (xx)Food,tobgcco,drink 1602
and lodging
Females 10-25 No.

L (1v]Dome§t1c offices or 7418
services

2(iii(Profesdbnaltxupationiggd
and their subordinaté
services

3(xix) Dress 784

4(xviii) Textile fabrics 602

5(xx) Food,tobacco,drink 445
and lodging

% of boys
12- 71

6.93

4.08

7% of girls

12.28

11.55

% of total workforce

45.01

47.51

56.69

32.31

32.14

% of total workforce

61.72

38.09

67.45
72.00

48.30



i

FoOr SUFIOLK.

louNTy

1o C

NSUS,

*
|

3.4

i . " T T ¥ f i A . ‘ % = a o 5 = i . ... SRMIO _nn _n T a ] Tt 9 L & T _._” T e
: . . . S (2 : ” . 3 : * : : (9409 10" 41y 30T} ‘magA ey ‘s1ai0g siFuseg Twn 1 g g g1 |8t ¥1 |& i g o j1e 1 EF )
| muw..mwuzn pue ‘advIoiiodg .uwn._.u..w my o 1 H 1
; . . S - G : : DR S | s il © "'0je 'sINOQIVH SPOd B Cf |18 e fst ¢ |t |t |¢ © oz z o
. S Eoeo g - 3 E : ' N a2 i 3 s speum) put 's1any 'sUR§ UQ R 305 |8 9% (ge  |o¥  |eg £g |6 L z : :
; A O G : == ) r EkEfE LR R o sPmo (gg g i1 |8 |1t s |e Wl z [z o
. . W fE 3T ;i i : . i ) ; el T sA0f[ 'SpIERO—9 "wEy L j : : i ; I s : T
L T 1 I 3 . z < ] . # L S [ ¥ :Eﬂgos sromoSu Ay ‘ST SIDHIT) "UImiEy 5 6T |¥r |06 |ELL |8FL |FL {FT |OL o PogE
m | SIDAN([— 932 ‘UL JOON ! i
' . . P i .. . . £y ud . . fqey 10101¢ & (InSamo] Jou) SIPATI( 1T J010)C _ma : El b - ¥ | S S £ E ¥ LI
£ . . Voo b . o 3 . Ly . - (ansowo jou) ﬁuav_na?. 'SII0019) s1dq{IgInH 186 g1 L LE Ly 6E It 1t L i b4
3 M - ’ _ : 3 =k oW N - = . . e P mamaen | NS0 jou) :UHEUNCU "._wm ¢ % m oL e Y . ‘ 1 i
| i . i SPECY 1O ‘T
‘ G It I ! : 5 # 2 * e i [y - R, O sAva[iey U0 ‘T | 1§9 £9 |FIT (60T (881 |00T |05 |91 ] it
| k ﬁ | | SSHOVSSTIC ANV ‘Sa000) ‘NI 40 IHNVAIANCD 'IA | —
| | | : i !
. B £ L 1 . . s (e . . ol c+ aammmenr f £oU0T¢ U1 SIEMT R PUR B CA0T g LT |8 |6E el |1 § | 1 t gl e
B Rl ¥ ; ot I 3 R B i *2 s <+ SYID[ SHIUISNE JO [ERINUNOD § 4T L ol |ER fIF ¢r ¥ T # s 1
- % ST F . ¥ - £ 1 ok CeosmRunosdy pie ‘suedy 'SIuRyaaRIe L kTl [ &5 T o 11 & ¥ ! 4
| | r “ea0ILVANIDQ IVIDHARKOD ‘A 1 |
i 1
a1 61 _H [ : : & " 2 5 s - Tt =By kA _ 0T |6 or ler |2 S T S CER N
il 01 T.# ' e - LS R O dnu ﬁﬂ»nd—ﬁ m..uno: ._ma._:wn;.' fory L A1punety T i 1 ¥ I £ 1 * _ * i O |
m:_. L ‘g T g < leRl (oF TAMAMIBUT | “_ : i = s i ! % . o ot
g ' . ¢ ¥I 1% _ . . LL « symuasag Svc 'spinn AU | I | . * & . g L LI ¥ £ b3
| P 83 : 0t = te : ao1Alag nvom JUMOASUAE P CWINSAT ipepdsorr #mwo 1 * le 11 ¢ & N 1 P
; | f IIAING IO Y | |
. 3 . . . . . 2 . I . s i o He saagfazyausns) [ LoF Lz z £y |rr1 |G Ir s £
q " | . H . w ) e [ o <] ® 0] « S4IUIPAD ) D1FIU O] iolu'r |[4F £p |ES1 (#o: |rOZ oF (e b r
. % F | I v g . . i % S . e Swi004s; Tupuayaron—orsanoc] gff  |ior i ol _.mnF ofr &r ke F
A | : L 2 g 4 5 H G s . __ 9 . e e 221a19G 100pINQ RSO L 00T'E _ﬂ..m TLT |£2% | IFF [9LF o 109 14 1
- | = 3 I v i g |og o e | PRI gt r SpuEaleg Joopul dUSImOg 2YID i i1 ¥ 81 R 19 0T ! te 4
oIl “m? m: "mm_ 4 Mn au S nh [ o+ casmopp Suyed puw SmEpoT] SIOH B vy LI i 7 & S - S i
| I ; | ¢ i ; “a21a1ag agbpmy dpsIWOT T | |
L : ; ._ : ‘SHIAYES MO SEDILAQ DILSAKOA ‘Al i ' .
| ! i ; it ! 1
E B L 1 01 G T T : B 2 1y D 972 ‘ewBi(f IS Y Cy PUT L 7 8 S-S G S ¢ 0 R Iz
ST L fE et % . i . T . 3 . . . + s e s Ec.fu?:f puc muua:...n..— 0 1 11 q £ 1 x T oo o2
T it * o 1.} [ : 2 : . i . d i L e TEORNOG PUR URERS maauw._ (Y - |8 mﬂ ¢ n.r 1 . = 2L
g 1 H it o 1 2 7 2 L 69 g b i = UTHDERL, “F D& ne e [ 1 L LI . 2
FoojLE 0l & sos v [6e IT1 ¢ T : : B EL ; O I *ole e g = |- : :
an g (i34 &t . 2 5 = = " ¥ . £+ B s m:_cauuﬁi PHEALT "S08INN OIS "SIy - . . . . . E o :
g |= . : W E VS -l : T UOHIORLT | ] SUUDEING Eu el |& vroo|er g : g i :
) i ! i ! s PRI E i
é : ; B B y S I I S ik i e iy - SIRD ML 11 N " :
. e . .o i . . - o i ¥ f o H . M : . - s 0 S1071DYOG SISIINY G £ d5 F . i L
| i _ | _ i ” TERT G i _ _
p 8 y it _.. fim ; i d 3 . . It Lot ¥ o v i e ¥ Ce SIUIO0 st i f i v ¥ _
g 2 g i i e | . . . % iF . . : = _ . p oo ] B o Croemmsiy ‘SIS ‘unuAiagD Tha 1 ks = ¥ & 3
! d i ; _ _ . U T | “ " _
| _ | i | fSIITANHMG HLVNIQIOENS | “ ﬂ
i i | ' _ | WIARL XY SXOIIVIODI0 TVNOISSHANET "1 d
{ 1
7 s 3 i d_ . “ . . G 3 A . - d . _ pi :_”:aa 32:35: AV} sannerg puT Aana L B0e'T L ¥ ’ ) 7
. - . .0 (I . . - . . - s i | i ¥ (omolr jv) Suny ro08 T g | 3 v
_ i : I _ __ SAMINAOD AL 40 FONTATT 1T _ |
“ " T _ “ 1
: 1T 9T & L 1 : . ‘ oy T : _ o o e i JEMUILIAGS [U20T L OGT O - . _
a1 iz 1 o1 P ' o e I , : d .3 i L2 Sr JuERIMMIBA0 TTUONTN 1 000 " " 1 ar v |
. _ i - i SAMEINAOD) AML L0 CIAOD TVIOTT HO TV 1 | .
(££) _ (=0 ?h_ wfy 62y | dgs) C(fe) nzp 192 (or) < 1 {En) L R . L) £
8, il T ot ML St SR LT R Rk O ot S S = o = e i i et S e e ; 55 )
: 7 & 5 i f gl . e agt il samta | ' ! £ . n a -
0 oL o'l obl*l 988'T 170'Z |£9F tET  4rS 26V Tor't/eer't ! s80° 3. ore’ on  PIIN AT SI9pIN) stonwdnang w pasuiuny LL1'1% 916'8| SEEY oLr'g’ gro'r'soc's (p10'¢) 686 | LEON SLE'E 0061 8an (¥
mmM 4 ople'e mmnn g12'y  118'9 m%,m clg &l mhm 18t Ge1's 98513 816 qriges'esl c0 CITINX 2PIO)-DIUNAO0UN 10 PUNRY  TC §89'E | 8¥0'Z| 90T | 195 (LY [LLE 911 gy |og ls9  Eal | ¥ee g
gae's CELG|REE'S 6CE'L mcm.wl L2r's |8LL L -100%02,626'% *  'OEIOIIONQ ONV QHMONQ0 TWIOL T 298" mm_ $96%| TRL'Y| 1EV9 GEG'L TSE'S ' CELY am._a;."h.ho.n.amm.". 50z ?.n...“ R
| il m _ ‘SQUVAMIN NV SUYEX (T SEOY IV ; i i " | ! | i
o s _ = - SNOIL¥ANID0 i |2 _ | ' !
53| _ = g 2 |28 : H _ i : ]
2 = g | - - - = 37 | ~8 = 2o < HI = z =gg | —g¥F | <S¢ | =08 § — —g1 | -y P -ap | -gr | ¢ -2
2, |59 | s oEE ez | -0z | -8l oF | 4% | -8t a2 2% | [osor | -sauvman asv seas or [oower | 22 [ 82 5 | 5% | _ 0z | —61 Lo -o _
2 | ; i g, 2 | |oggmr 1 cswvaax op wsosa | perar [ YT | Fa i “ | ! i
i | i 2 ¥ i ? ' ? | | !
L _ 6008 | SATY 1TV 09 | I T S . .
e AT oo B g St H R T A o g Y S g i

SIAMLLSIA IVIAM J0 HIVOTuHOV  '(1svd) 1104408
-pomzjuos—1 16T ‘spresdn pue SYVHAA 01 CIOV SIIVINELL PUE SHIVIN jo (3P paswdpuo)) §NOILVINDDO— &% TV,




4 Occupations of Males and Females of between 12 and 25 years in
Administrative County®* Suffolk (East and West) 1921. (With total
figures of working population, for comparison.)

Males 12-19 Employedé'and
- Total Self Employed¥
Occupations 12-13 14-15  16-17 18-19 Males Total Workforce

i / 13 49 62 124 1970

ii 19 197 224 176 616 3776

iid / / 40 75 115 1983

iv 25 / 117 56 198 1825

v 10 68 146 53 277 1917

vi / 13 29 44 86 1934

vii 3 97 294 322 716 3908

viii / 42 125 125 292 1750

ix / 35 167 177 379 1965

X / 69 85 109 263 1792

x1i / 102 109 71 282 1802

¥idi 3 146 121 68 338 1918

xiid 6 107 184 147 444 5819

xiv 11 133 334 303 781 5370

XV 17 205 223 147 592 3926

xvi 26 288 196 145 655 3666

xvii 1 75 118 116 310 3067
xix*
xx¥*

xxi / 3 19 45 67 1981

xxii 159 1370 570 482 2583 7912

xxiii 18 289 394 362 1062 8863



4 Females 12-19 Employedﬂ'and
Total Self Employed*
Occupations 12-13 14-15 16-17 18-19 Females Total Workforce

s ol

1%
ii*
1i1i%
iv*
vi¥
vii¥
viii#
xix*
xi%*
3 51 7 256 310 247 820 1999
xiii 8 496 1035 1048 2587 7956
xiv 18 223 145 180 566 1759
XV / 56 395 270 73 1984

Xvi / 335 935 807 2077 3991
Xxvii®

xviii*
Xix*
xx*
XX1*
xxii 38 403 278 432 1151 3986
xxiii 9 299 516 603 1427 5434




4.2

Occupations

e &

% 3

vi
vii

viii

XVvi
Xxvii
xviii

Xix—-xx

Key to Occupations Available in 1921

Main Title No. of Divisions

Male
Fishermen

Agricultural occupations
Mining & quarrying occupations
Mkrs. of coke,lime,cement &c.
Mkrs. of bricks,pottery,glass
Wkrs. in chemicals, paints,&c.
Metal workers

Workers in precious metals &c.

Electrical appts. makers,fitters &c.
Makers of watches, clocks, &c.
Workers in skins; leather gds.makers
Textile workers

Makers of tex.gds.& articles of dress
Makers of foods,drinks & tobacco
Workers in wood and furniture

Paper workers; printers &c.
Builders,bricklayers,é&c.

Painters and decorators

See table 16%*

Workers in gas,water,and elec.supply
Transport workers

Commercial & financial occupations
Public administration and defence
Professional occupations

Persons empld. in entertainments é&c.



18

XKXVLL
xxviii
XXix
XXX

Xxxi

Persons empld. in personal service
Clerks, draughtsmen,typists,&c.
Warehousemen, packers &c.
Stationary engine drivers, &c.

All other occupations

28
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4.2 Key to Occupations Available in 1921

Occupations Main Title No. of Divisions
Female
i-ix See table 16%*
xii Textile workers
xiii Mkrs. of tex.gds.& articles of dress
xiv Mkrs. of foods, drinks, tobacco
XV Workers in wood and furniture
xvi Paper workers,printers &c.
xvii-xxi See table 16%*
xxii Transport workers
xxiii Commercial & financial occupations
xxiv Public administration and defence
XXV Professional occupations
XXVi Persons empld. in entertainments &c.
xxvii Persons empld. in personal service
xxviii Clerks, typists,&c.
XX1X Warehousewomen, packers &c.

XXX-XXXL See table 16%
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D Analvsis of oral evidence.
1 CAREERS

Originally in order to research employment legilation I
consulted the 'Table of Statutes'(source70) at the University
of East Anglia. This accounts for all legislation between 1276
and 1978 in the British Ilses.*1 1 systematically went through
each year from 1900-1930 and recorded those cases of most rele-
vance to childhood under these catagories; Education, Health,
Family 1ife and Employment. A limited few were recorded that
were of relevance but not restricted to this structure.

Those below are recorded with reference to the table's
format, i.e. with year but also monarch. (I used a similar
method with the Breviate of Parimentary Papers.*2 From this
and my research into census information evolved certain questions
that I could put to my oral sources, but also a concern with the
increase in assistance offered 'with respect to the choice of
suitable employment'®3 throughout the period 1900-1930. This
I see as an improvment, and it can be traced from the 1902
'"Education Act' It is strongly maintained with the 'Education
(choice of employment) act,' 1910 see part 1.-(1) below

"The powers conferred upon the councils of counties and
county boroughs as local education authorities under section
two of the Education Act, 1902 (in this act called the principal
Act), shall include a power to make arrangements, subject to
the approval of the Board of Education, for giving to boys and
girls under seventeen years of age assistance with respect to
the choice of suitable employment, by means of the collection "
and the communication of information and the furnishing of advice.*4

1,1 1902 (2 Edw.7.). C42 Education (source 0 and 74 many others)
1903 (3 Edw.7.) C45 Employment of children act 3/5,6.8
(source 70)
1905 Labour bureux report (source 74) ‘1 of only 2 nonmuniciple
bureux was set up in Ipswich Suffolk
1910 (Edw 7 and 1Geo 5) c¢37 Education (choice of employment)Act
(source 0)
1918 Unemployment insurance made universal dole introduced.
1920 (10 and 11 Geo 5) c65 Employment of women and young
children (source 70)
1929 Industrial assurance and freindly societies 2/1-5; 4/3
(source 70)

These two acts were detrimental to the case of children at work
children were not applicable for insurance until the age of 16
although many were employed from the age of 12 part time and 14
full time. This is examined within 'Night employment of young persons
in factories and workshops' Dept Cttee report 1921-13.
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1.2 The evidence of Edith and Nancy was most important,
illustrating the effect of legislation, without which the
legislation holds no meaning.

Edith.

6 "The school mistress begged my father and mother to let me
be a school teacher but my father wouldn't he said he wasn't
going to make chalk of one, you see my other sisters had gone
out into work, and cheese of the other."

"Was dressmaking your choice?"

'"Well yes that was the next best thing...to teaching."

"Where there any other jobs available?"
7 "Well there wasn't not in those days, not much. You
either went into domestic service ... or factory work well
there weren't any factories in Hopton so no I can't think
what they did do."
8 "You see when you live so far out there wasn't the means
of getting anywhere. My sisters went right away you see.' Both
were dressmakers then one went into the Post Office the other
worked in a large housej; as Edith did though she was a ladies
maid dressmaking.

Nancy.

"When you left school did you continue your education?
did you read a lot?"
9 "I had a private tutor for some time and then I passed my
pupil teacher's exam and then I went to Riddlesworth.'
"Oh and you taught at Riddlesworth as pupil teacher?"
"Yes." ;
"How long was that for?"
"Seventeen years.'
"Goodness and that was your first employment?"
"Yes that's.right.yes."

"Would you have liked to have stayed at school longer?"
"What you mean instead of leaving at 147"
4& ”Yes‘ll

"Yes I think I would have done really but ther wasn't the
chance as there are nowadays."

'"Were there any careers open to you, you know what employment
was there about had you not become a teacher?"

"well there wasnft much really. I wanted to be a teacher but
apart from that if I haddn't passed and couldn't have got in I
would have liked to have been a shop assistant but then that would
have meant going into town and there was no means of getting
backwards and forwards you see."

"When you were growing up were you given any information
about the types of job available and work or were you left to
fend for yourself? Did your father or mother explain to you
what perhaps you could do when you left school?"

"No,no I think they knew what I wanted to do."



33

These extracts from my oral interviews relate directly to the
legislation that I have discussed which effected Suffolk.

I asked Nancy:-

12 "Did the school provide any meals?"

"Oh no not in those days I think everybody went home you
see they lived in the village noone lived out of the village
in those days and so they went home to dinner."

Medical Inspection and Feeding of Children Attending Public
Elementary Schools.

Inter-Dept.Cttee. Vol.I.Rep.,apps. pp.vii.147.1905. Vol.II.Mins.
of ev., apps.,index 1905.

1906 Cd. 2779,xlvii,1. Mins.of ev.,etc.; 1906 Cd.2784,xlvii,157
apptd. March,sgd. Nov.,1905

H.W.Simpkinson (Ch.), Parsons, Jackson, Lawrence(Maude),Walrond.

L- npq ascertain and report on what is now being done and with what
result in respect of Medical Inspection of Children in Public Elementary
Schools.

2. And further, to inquire into the methods employed, the sums expended
and the relief given by various voluntary agencies for the provision

of meals for children at public Elementary Schools, and to report whether
relief of this character could be better organized, without any charge
upon public funds, both generally and with special regard to children
who, though not defective, are from malnutrition below the normal
standard."

'"Local authorities had no power to spend money on feeding school
children, which was in the hands of voluntary agencies. These existed
in 55 out of 71 county boroughs and in 38 boroughs and 22 urban districts
The problem in country districts was different, being that of ensuring
adequate midday meals for children from a distance."

Edith
12 "At school we had dumbells for exercising... oh yes we had
drill.™
This was outside but Edith couldn't remmember how often per
week,
Nancy
24 "Did you have any sporting facilities?"

"Sport? no we only had the playground you see we had rounders
and I can't get it all. And I think some children played they
had their skipping ropes they used to skip quite a lot and of y
course ball games that's about all we could do in that playground.
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It is interesting to note that Edith believes a younger
brother Wally went to school early.

1 "Well my younger brother I think he went a bit earlier,
it was during the war years I think he may have been a bit
younger than. . I don't know."

"You said in a previous interview that perhaps he was
about 3% which I found suprising.'
"Yes I think he was."

School attendance of children below the age of 5 consultative
committee report 1908 A.H.D Holand Chairman

"Although it had been the practice for children between the ages
of 3 and 5 to attend school if their parent's wished, . . . Many
medical authorites held that the public elementary school was not
the proper place for young children, some maintaining that a poor
home was preferable to the atmosphere of existing classrooms.'

When I checked the admission register becauce of the descrepancies
in continuity between two registers her brother Wallace Goodman
had been entered twice, once as 169 and in the next register as 8.

Nancy i
'""Was the attendance good at your school do you think?"

19 "Oh I think so they would be as you see from this 'likes to

play truant' because they didn't like. . . (here Nancy refers to

the punishment book) Of course in those days it was not a happy place
for those who didn't like school but I did I loved it you see so I did
like school but there was no variation of activites for them and very
much the same and if they didn't like it or got wrong with the
headmistress it was just too bad."



35

2 DISCIPLINE
""School education to do any good must be suplemented
by a good home."A.J.Swinburne

. These wise words come from a man well qualified to judge.
A.J.Swinb.urne had been a school inspector in Leicester and
Suffolk for years. This extract is from 'Memories of a

school inspector: '(source 45) This is an issue adressed in the
first of two consultative committee reports carried out in 1906
and 1908 upon school attendance of children below the age of five.

'If they had good homes it would be better to keep them there,
but those of poorer parents are improved in physique by the
regularity of school life, and should go to nursery schools rather --
than ordinary schools.’

The subject disipline is of obvious importance in considering
the question of the 'treatment' of children. And in this micro-
study I have used a selection of sources to investigate aspects
of discipline both within the home and school. After source 45
the first piece of primary evidence used was'TherPunisment Book
of Hopton Parochial School.' This covers the years 1900-28(source F)
which shows that the cane was used throughout the period. This
is in spite of the imfamous strikes of 1911 (there is no evidence
to suggest that this wave of strikes affected Hopton) The extent
to which the cane was used and indeed the type of offence punished
at Hopton, depended very much upon the individual teacher. As
my graph illustrates there is a pattern which follows the different
teachers. This source is also very useful as a means of identifing
the members of staff at Hopton at any one time. For although in
1903 and 1904 no canings were reported E.H.Mills still signed«his

name for those years I was unable to identify the-gender of each
teacher from this source alone Anentry in 1923 indicates that it
was not always the headteacher who punished the children. Four
boys were acused of :-

"Bad behaviour during tempory absence of headteacher.'
This was signed by G.H.Boggis as were preceding punishments (Boggis
was not therefore the headteacher.) A further point to note is
that the first entry of F.E.Pickworth in September 1915, The
children evidently wrote their own offence in many cases. This
new practice was maintained thereafter.

A further source that I used to investigate disipline is
the two oral interviews that I carried out.

From the initial summary that I made of Miss Edith Goodman's
evidence:

Within the Family.

1.5 "My father was very good we had a see-saw which a good many
children never had. He was a very strict father, he was very
strict, but he was kind in that way and if it was very frosty
weather,of course it had to be out of the way of the horses,

he would put down some water down to make a slide, because he
was fond of sliding' but did not play with them he was too

busy working. Then when he came home toy's had to be tidy and
the children in bed- by 7.00. They ate their tea with him.
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16 '""We had enough food to eat, and we were kept tidy that sort
of thing, but we never had a lot of money, not in those days.
Even though my father was in bussiness! He was a carrier, on
wednesdays and saturdays. The children had to take parcels for
their father ot people in the village, by foot, and would only
get tuppence for a parcel, "Sometimes the people would give us
halfpenny sweets." And on weekdays after school chores would

be done, and looking after their pet's.

Within the School.

21 "I can see Cecil Fiske, he was a naughty boy he used to
hold us... had to come out, course they used to have to do the
caning in front of the school. Which I think was prbably a good
thing that made them a little bit more ashamed not that it did
him because he didn't care. But he'd hold his hand out to be
caned and then draw it back. And I can see Mr. Roses face
going redder and redder."

One of the greatest values of the oral interview is this kind
of adult perception offered in retrospect.

22 "We were disciplined more I think, and I think we were

more shy years ago. Sunday school was a source for respectability
children were taught the ten commandments and that was the rule

to live by."

¢

The following extracts come from the transcript I made of Mrs.
Nancy Ruddock's interview.

"Within your household did you have a very strict routine?
Did you have chores? Jobs within the house?"

38 ""No.. not until I was in my teens, as a child I didn't no."

"Were your parents strict?"
40 "SEerict noM
IID'd h 211
1d you ever have to run errands for your parents?
""'Sometimes yes ohyes occassionaly."

"Can we talk about discipline in the home. How were you
treated in the home."
60 "At home, oh well, just like anyone else really.'" (chuckle)

"I read somewhere that it was generally the mother who would
think up a punishment but the father would enforce it if you had
done anything wrong.'

"Oh no I don't know that I was ever punished no I must
have always been good mustn't I. That's why I haven't got my
name in the punishment book!"



Mrs Ruddock gave an account of an incident at Riddlesworth,
after 1930, which illustrates a change in methods of punishment
but what is most important is that this seems to have been a
personal decision, unaffected by legislation:-

Miss Lebbon called a little girl to the front and looked
at her sternly:-

70 "All at once she started to cry I said '"'Oh what are you
crying for? She said "I don't know!'' I said “That's a funny

to..cry- for something and you don't know what you're crying for."

I said "But I think I know!'" And then I told her she was a ..
naughty little girl and had to do it all again. Now you see
perhaps in these days (Nancy indicated the books from 1900-1918

37

they'd have just given the child a cane for bad writ ing you see!"
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¥ CHURCH, FESTIVALS, HOLIDAYS, GIRL GUIDES ETC.

Edith accounted for religion in the school because it was
a Church Parocial School. The school day began with a prayer
and a hymn and
2 "We had scripture once a week, Friday mornings...With
the clergyman."

'Mid you go to Sunday school?' ''Yes!

'"Where was the Sunday school?"
3 "I think it was held in the school because we used to
march up to church. And then we would have our childrens service
once a month in the church in the afternoon. That's when
christenings were. We had to march up to church on assention day
which was enjoyable.

1.7 The whole family would attend church every Sunday.

"We had Sunday clothes, we always had our Sunday and
week dayclothes you see. We all wore pinafores always white on
Sunday ."

Please refer to photograph
ikumgh.

"Did your family attend church?"
39 'II'YeS-II

"Quite regularly."

"Yes."

"Did everybody in those days do you think?"

"Go to church. A lot more than they do now and attend the
two chapels as well." :

"There is a notion of 'respectability' that I have been
reading about. Do you think that the church gave you any moral
uidance?"
%46 "Church, no I don't think so I think it gradually came to me
with going to a church all my life we were used to it."

"During your school years did you ever have any other kind
of entertainment, did you ever go on trips to the seaside perhaps?"
29 '"No I do remmember the church used to have Sunday school
outings."

'"Were you a member at all?"

"Yes yes I was in the choir for a number of years and we
used to go down to Yarmouth every year.'

"Did you celebrate festivals such as Easter,Whitsun, Christmas
at home or at school?"

30 "No well the only thing even today I miss is what we called
Empire day the 24th of May that was a great day because we used
to there was a flag staff in the playground and we used to hoist
the flag and sing patriotic songs in the morning and then had
half day holiday which was nice."

"Did you enjoy the songs?"

Yes,

"What games did you play?"

"Apart from that I don't know that we had any holidays from
school. We had our summer holidays of course.

39
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FEdith.,

"On Jubilee year we had a party down on the field then anc
the Coronation."

Edith was in the girl guides and the girls friendlv society
held at the rectory where they did sewing. There was scouts for
the boys but in the village there couldn't be much.

Nancy.

"When you were a child were you a girl guide or anvthing
like that?"
28 "Oh I was for long time oh yes we had a girl guide company
here in Hopton and was patrol leader. And then I. . when they
finished I joined. . you see the captain was the daughter of the
rector at Blo'Norton. And her sister was county district
commisioner really and she had the Blo'Norton guides and so there
was a little competition between the two vou see. Well then I
became a guider, that's an older one, well then eventually whether
I left or they finished I don't know I came out of it anyway.
So I was a guide. And then I belonged to the Garboldisham Folk
Dancing Club."

H

These Photographs are of a child in Sunday best.
This is Gabrielle Clears my grandmother born 1907 died 1986.
Not Edith Goodman. They were school friends in Hopton.

The extracts from 'The Red Code' overleaf (outlined) illustrates
two boys in which moral guidance was imparted. The character of
'The Elementary School Code,1912' is typical of the legislation
that T have been dealing with.



4 HOPTON PAROCHIAL SCHOOL

For this the evidence of Edith and Nancy is of prime
importance. Edith attended the school from 1908 to 1917.
Nancy attended the school from 1914 to 1923 (Nancy's later
employment as pupil teacher elsewhere might of course effect
her judgement in some way.)

School Building.

Edith was able to recall aspects of the school it's exterior
but regretted not having a photograph. I have looked at the actual
building myself and spoken to the owner.(It is now a private house.)
I also have photographs of the school taken whilst Nancy Lebbon
was there. Conditions in the school were cold and not particuarly
comfortable. Not overcrowded.

Nancx.

2 ""Can you tell me anything about the building itself?"

""The school?"

"Yes, was it too cold or too hot in sumer or anything :else?"
ts "Exr, um, well what can I say? I don't know what to say
about it, really I always was very comfortable in school we had
er, of course just the one fireplace and probably the windows
were, they didn't fit properly and so anybody sitting near them
would find it very drafty of course."

3 "Was there much light in the classroom?"

"Plenty of light yes, oh yes, there were very big windows.
4 "How man? classrooms were there?"

"Two - yes.'"

5 "How many pupils were there?"
"Pupils about 95 to 100

6 "And did you find it overcrowded.or noisy do you think?"
'""Probably at times yes more so than in recent years because
I don't think the numbers went up to 100."

8 "And what did you sit on in the classroom?"

'"Oh the long forms I think there were about four of us at
one form and in the juniors then we moved up to the seniors they
were two seaters.Il called:them. Rather hard and er, with backs
to them and inkwells."

9 'Were you required to pay for any books or pens?'
'"We didn't have to pay for anything, no."

10 "How did your school day begin, at what time?"
"9 o'clock in the morning."

11 "Did you walk to school?"
'"'Yes and we left I think at 12 and then in again at 1.30."
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Teachers.
14 Edith enjoyed school and had a good relationship with teachers.
"They used to bring us easter eggs at Eastertime... and I

used to take things you know to give the teachers. There was a
school treat in summer on a field that belonged to the rectory,

where the new school is now built.'" Amongst games were marbles,
skipping, tops, hoops ‘

Nancy.
93  "Did you have a very good relationship with the teachers

do you think?"

"Friendly relationship? well I did but those who played .
truant evidently didn't! you see. I liked them all I suppose it's
because I liked school and I liked the lessons."

20 "Which teachers did you have then. . . during your time at
school?

"What teachers? oh you mean their names.'

"Er I remmember a Miss Blackey, a Miss Spinks, who is now
grandma of the teacher at the school here now, and er Mrs,Miss
Fairweather who later became Mrs Driver and lived at Barningham."

21 '"Where they for.diferent subjéts.or were they for. . ."
""Oh no they took the same elass:all the time they didn't
specify any particular subjects no."

22 '"Did you have pupil teachers?"
"Pupil teachers I can't remmember I don't think I did."

Curriculum.

When I asked Edith about the curriculum she remembered

arithmetic, and sewing for girls. I asked her if this helped
her when she became a dressmaker :-
4 'Well I expect it would yes, I mean it helped all the girls
really because they had to make things years ago...

Nancy. .
62 ''Did you cook at school or were you to young?"

"Cook No no."

1.3 ""How many lessons did you have in a school day do you know?"

"We always started off with a hymn and prayers and then
seripture.”

j S e B 3
14 "Was scripture every day?"

"Yes I can't think what followed next but I think it
might have been what we called in those days arithmetic and
then play was at 11 until 11.15 and then we came in for various
sub jects history, geography, english and in those days we had
copy writing."

(- !"Ohi'yes."

"It meant the headmistress would write a piece on the board
something probably from Shakespear or some well known verse and
from some poet or some author. And we were supposed to copy it."

'"Did you learn from that?"

"No, learn the verse?'"

"Off -by heart?"
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D4 Analysis of E.M.I. Mr H.W.Claughton's report for
Suffolk (W) L.E.A.

Also inclosed within the documents for Hopton Parochial school
were four copies(contempory) 'for the information of the managers'
and for entry in the log book(art.23)' of revnorts made by

H.M.I. Mr. Claughton. His name occurs within the W.S.E.C. report
The report chapter 6 is 'curriculum' and lists 14 recomnded
subjects. There are extensive notes on gardening. Reference

is made to swimming this was rare but in Haverhill there were
facilities. These are discussed at length in my oral source

I have proof of nine of these subjects in Hopton school from
oral evidence, the H.M.I. revorts and even the punishment book.
The H.M.I. reports were made in 1906,1909,1910 and 1911. These
are the only four that remain as evidence but unwittingly
testomy in the papner for 1909 impnlies that these reports were

carried out annually. "in the infants' class long sums in
abstract numbers are still given in smite of the remarks
in last year's report.'" '"Points in which implerment is possible

were pointed out to the head master on the day of inspection."”

Extract from the 1909 report: by H.M.I. Suffolk (W) L.E.A.

" The school is adequatly staffed and there are signs of
industrious teaching. . . Too much time is devoted to needlework
(6 hours a week).

Extract from the 1910 report;

"The infants room is too full of desks to allow the free
movement usual in good infant's schools.'" Many remarks are
as ambivilant as this was a'good' school in his oninion.

Extract from the 1911 report:

"As 3 classes are taught in the main-room a carefully
arranged timetable is very neccesary. The time at present
devated to physical training is not a good one."

"Was the attendance good at your school do you think?'
" Oh I think so they would be as you see from this

"like to play truant' because they didn't like . . (here
Nancy refer s to the punishment book,) Of course in those
days it was not a happy place for those who didn't like school
but I did I loved it you see so I did like school but there was
no variation of activites for them and very much the same and if
they didn't like it or got wrong with the headmistress it was
just too bad."
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D5 An analvsis of school attendence.

The information on these tables D and E represent the analysis
I carried out upon sources. Both books were different and so
continuity of the graphs was not easy. This illustrates the
weakness in my method of division for comparison. For the historian
classification into era's is arbitary. Statistical sources and
oral alike should not be boxed they illustrate progression.

When I compiled a table for analysis of this data it was important
to assess every feature. Page number, Year, Number of admissions that
year, Number of readmissions, and if children were readmitted what
was their original number, two boys, brothers, were readmitted four

times.



5 Analysis of sources D and E: Admission Register 1892-1921
Admission Register 1921-1975, both from Hopton Parocial School.
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Bf%?éﬁilg!gggyorEéSéahotoil Attendance for the purpose of employment under Section 5
3 El catlon Act, 1876, |:>rH 101; total or partial exemptlon under thé
ye-laws,

SYoftlen”

*Sehool.

DRITANS
quedule & Co., ¥

A

from the Registera of the School.

L

I horeby certify that the followin i i
I 3 3 > foll g particulars with respect to the Attends
the Child named below, at this School after attaining the u.Ige of 5 years, :Lret ;;Ligitflr;?’t[};ekzz

Nume in full, and Residence of Child.

Nuwber of Attendances made within the 12 months

ending the 8lst December.

Co bt Cles| 7"

er( W'(ALQ_ l;;

ok 0 173

. 12|

3 97 &n
o€
Lol -
FFL.
S/ -

). S
=2 & Signed this L2 7 day of fg—ta ‘

Printed for H.M. Stationery Offue hy McCor
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. Principal Teacher of the above-named Schost™

VIR AN SAANY

Form 4.

. WEST SUFFOLK

* Eater name In full, and state whether & Tublls Elementary, or Certlfied Efficlont, Bc-!-ool..

EDUCATION COMMITTEE.

SCHEDULE IIL

: _ School District of West Suffolk.
Labour Certificate No. 1 (a) (for total exemption ajter thirteen years of age).

Age and Employment.

I Certify tﬁat_ﬁ_aq [ *‘% &Amu i
.J -

residing at

was on the é[ day of Z )z_m____lf)z [

not less than thirteen yoars of age, ha.vinlg been born on the

NS day Of_—ﬁ-CAI‘_M_Q:?

as appears by the Registrar’s Certificate
iony now produced to me, and has been shown to

the satisfaction of the local authority for this distriet to

be beneficiall mp]oy‘e_dg f ;

Previous Atiendarnces.

I Certify that_ *hr"m"’f _:g,&, Abans
residing at_ /i*‘ﬂ/f}{_p:v,—_

has made 350 attendances in not more than two Schools

during each year for five preceding years, whether con-

secutive or not, as shown by the Certifieate furnished by

the Principal Teacher of the _J,&q;gtﬂ.l_ﬂ;

Schools cE e
(Signed) Q"" '{JML_‘;—»—#
_Chief Atterrdance Officer.

—

e

(Signed) & €2
___GhierFitendance Officer.
This Labour Certiflcate entitles the

attendance at School between the ages of 18 and 14 on condition that such
child is beneficially employed. In the event of the Child becoming unemployed,

HE OR SHE MUST RETURN TO SCHOOL until 14 years.

B.F.P. 2,000-10-18,

holder to exemption from

of age.
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6 HEALTH

Edith was able to recall the illnesses in her family and
their cures, which were from the doctor. The children were
vaccinated.

8 '"Yes, well you see my mother lost the first one, a boy'..
at birth it is presumed.

'""Nancy when she was three years old got whooping cough
and she died with that."

"Was that quite common at that time?"

"Yes oh yes a lot of sickness then. Scarlet fever, diptheria
and whooping cough measles.

'"'Did many people die from that then?"
10 '"Well I think perhaps they did I mean children you know
died from those sorts of things in those days. That there was
an epidemic during the first world war when a lot of grown ups,
that was flu, there's a lot died and the babies died too.'"

All the children-had been born at home. Dr. Petherick
brought her into the world!

I had asked Edith when do you think childhood ended? The
tape has stopped and Edith began

'""Well they are today at 14 I mean."

"And so childhood you would say would end when you went
to work."
19 "Yes but I mean we weren't so old as they are today, you
know we didn't know things. . well we had no sex education for
one thing. But no we had our childhood, it seemed to go on a
bit longer then well put it that way than it does today."

As a result of Edith's comment I was able to ask her directly

"Did you speak to your parents about sex education?"
20 "No that was taboo we never spoke about it. And they
never spoke about that sort of thing in front of us."

Nancy.
Nancy however equated the end of childhood with education.

"When do you think childhood ends? "
64 nChildren nowadays they. . . Children nowadays far more -

advanced. And in so many more subjects than they were years ago.

They just didn't have the chance. The curriculum was very small
in those days."

'"Were you healthy as a child?"
47 ''"Oh yes very healthy. As far as I can remmember the only
complaint I had as a child was measles.

48



49

After considering illness in later life Nancy suddenly said;-
48 "Oh I have yes yes 1 did have tonsilitis once or twice I
had tonsilitis not too bad but a bit."

”Did any of your friends become very i11? seriously i11?"

No."

"Quite healthy around here were we!' >

""We were all pretty healthy yes knowing it was quite a good
place to live."

And again Nancy punctuates her speech with a chuckle.

"Another thing diet, what did you eat at home?"
61 "Very much like I do today. Just plain cooking and fresh
vegetables. Of course I had a nice garden which I miss now for
vegetables and fruit."



TS

T pp
5

———

TUOTITONP2 ANJj T 9jNJIISU0D giIga 19s0d [RiUaWl 931 PUR SQTU9s
Teweds €1 ‘Tmonoany oroeZio Bl JO EIMAO|EASD BAlIELS DUE [[U} JEQ] Il
e|qiyeduiod 8§ JO HUOIFIPUOD ‘8a1309]9p JO [EWNOU ‘PRYe L49a8.40} Apeyrmiin
B10008 0} BYudd “PIYY [vaplalpul @q} jo Ajljsuosiad ey; nodn jUSUIUOJIIATE JO
J03h9 eq] esogeulwosd Jajesld 0jul-DUISUNLq £q ‘pue ‘[BUOIjROOPS DUE ?Uﬁhna
‘jUSWUOIlANY AJOJORISEE ® JO  sonERodWl ©Y) S9SIUB008d 3] ‘uopjeonpe
/Jo #se0oid ejogm ey} pur UedpP[IY0 ey} JO UOIIPUOD [LjuemW pue [wolsdyd eys

| UBem3aq §J51X9 YOIy UOI08UUO) B8O[0 8y} Jo uoijIudodal ® U0 papunoj sl 9]

“uorje[s1ae] snolasad jo uﬁusnc_.ob.ow
| [84079T ¥ PUE WOMEIGI[AWE UE 8% JOYJEd 0adds 0f JUBOW 81 Jng 'S0V UI[EeH
oIlquJ PnOLIEA Iapun seljuoqiny AJejloeg Aq peslolexs Weaq Auo] PARI [OIYys
Blemod ey epesiedns 0} pepuejul jou st oy guessad eyJ, -esuBep sse] Io
‘aeqeesd wr pojosydou ugsq JAMY SPSEISIP ENOIJOBJUL JO LOISUL}IXe Byy wnn.tuw.bunﬁ
JO SUEAW 9Yj USA® Jng ‘peloudl ussq ‘meIpliys eyj Surjoeyr A[snouniul ‘mory
-g[rjuea jo joe] pue HurygHr peq ew yonMs ‘uolje)luEs JO §)09]OP BNOLIAS BARY]
Auo jou sprgsrp Luvw ul ‘Jeacelvly uedp[iye ey} Jo spesu [easiyd

| meaq sey osre yonpy -perdde L[eyvndorddwur Jo perouBi uwesq sey U

{1eeds eqy 0y Juigose; jo. spoyjew oyj Sundepe jo Aes ey} Ul euopun oﬁm
-?v

SJ1APE Oy} jo fonw puv dn pamo[[o} A[joejiedwnl ueeq ‘e[ni ® BT ‘Jesemoy
.asﬁm u$_._.w_.w .w_ﬁ“_m .Ew_.“—._ ‘£q pegoefes Jo ‘09 pejussedd ueIpP[IYe ATqdnoloyy §se[
1o siow eorwexe pue ‘sSuipymq egy jo Asains Liwjlues e eyvwl ‘sjualoul je
S[oOyIs 1s1a 0f mYW [90IpOw ¥ Joj Ueaq ey ‘pesowid ueeq sy uonoedsul
4ons sieys ‘eurnol [eioted oyJ, pPIseesIp 40 eAljoejep A[snolaqo AeM owiod
u1 Sureq e e8¥[d IO [0OUIE off} WIOA] pajoajes mAlpyp yia Apelys lo Lo
peuleducd wesq ¥y uoljoedsul gons ‘Jeaemoy ‘ojleyjl uoljoedsul [eIIPOUR

4O W0} WO PajoNpuod ea®y Aurw pue ‘eusrfiy [ooyos Jo umorjowold 8y} wp >

oo Jo sdejs weyL] saBy EOljUIOYNY UOIjEON w07 [[® jS0W[Y '
P ! ” R 1 FenHomRY .m_oo:wnwm hm.ﬂﬁncﬁwmo uT uBIpfId
off} Jo uorjtpuco reoisfyd pu® girEey eqy 03 JulpueiE Joj ‘pivog oY) Aq
peuoljoues oq of ‘sjusmeduriie SUD{ed o REIIIONINY WOIJEINPI [E00T [[E 0}
usad Jomod ey} ‘A[puooes pue {3osalp AvUl UCLJEINPJ JO PIEOY OY} BE FUOTE
-B020 J31[10 [INS UO PUE BWI} PATe)S © JB USIPIYD JO UOTI00 Sl [EoIpeul oty Jo
fsanjLioqny Ucijeonpy [e00 v uodn pre[ ‘Ajnp oqj ‘4sig “APUWLU ‘uoljiew

oy} oy pewdodioout eae suoisiavid UIEW omj 3B USRS o [JLw i SIg} Woig -

: ,."1q319 puT peipuny usIjeuIm
Kxenuep go Lep 9817 oqy wo moywiedo ojur ewios [reys uonoes a1qy, (g)
“egodand ey3 JoF M_._.oﬂamoowmm baaﬂﬂ.—uﬂﬁnww
soAlpejuesaldel T U}IM 9)BI008SE PUE S3I0UAIE AIBUN[OA JO BOUENUI
10 _“Nwﬂamﬂnﬂwmoﬂﬁﬁunﬁﬂ_ pue aSerncous Arm fqulomny uUONEOTPH
[®007 e} uOIPes Sy} Jopun siesmod jo eswioxe Lur Ul §EY} pepracig
: 8100708 AJBjueure]e olqud Ul pajronpe USIP[IYD 8T} -
jo uoryrpuos restsfyd pue gjresy oy} oy Jmpuspe loy uolyesnpH
jo pavog oq3 £q peuoljouss 8q Avw se sjuowefuviiE Tons eyeut
03 Jemod ey} put ‘pellp uonsonpd jo pleog ey} §T SUOISEII0
lsqjo yons o pue ‘Teogos Liequewsele o1[qnd ® 0 UOSSIWIPE II6YY
imje e[qusod ¥ uoos s Jo Jo owIg oyj je 1o viojoq Lpejeip
QW UeP[IYo jo worgoedsul [edipew oyj d0j eplacid o3 Lynp oyy, (gl
[*o® ‘saljuad KLe[d ‘sIssL[d UOIEIEA ‘B[OONIS UWOIIEOEA ‘S[00IB
Lieyuomepe orqnd , Surpuejge uwarprye Joy epuoid 03 Jemog (p)]
—epn[oul [[EYs ‘ZOGT ‘PV UolEonpy eu} yo “II] WEd
lspun AJI0gjNe UOIIEONpe [EX0] ¥ o s8ljup pue siemod eyg, Adl.m.n..w Bo:..om
st 81 (] UOMoes) WeIP[IYD [0OYJS JO Uomoedsul [EOIPeWX BUISIUOD TPOIYM
‘J081 ‘PV (SUOISLAOI] ANENSIUIWDY) UOTTONpE eqj jo TOoloas euy, g
‘geIIqEsIp [eorsAgd mwolj Sureue o1 1ejje ur Lyieacd pue Lomerorps
-UL JO ON¥AINIP OJFUILL O3 UL PUS UAIP[IY> Jmome Agwudeout pus sseuzols
J0 98€0J08D eU] WI Juq ‘A8UOW JO SULIR} Ul POINSTem 8q 0} j0U 81 n.oﬁauwﬁwﬂ_
#]] 'pIos S} .JO B5UWSI §E5Q Y] Ul [ESTUIONOCOS ST JUITIHEUG meu 61} ‘peisy
-sturmpe Ag3ta Jr “qoey jo qured W] Yol ey jo eswo oyj o3 L[uo ejqeorydde
8¢ popiedel e 90U P[OYS PUE ‘[E1}U6SSS BIe Aeq} Jnq ‘AIEjUSWIS[e PUE me
feaneredmoo exe oy Aqijeeq ® Jo sjumomsanbal peoiq eqy, .mnaﬁﬂwnu
Surmoo Jo ‘quemescidwi [siowm puw [ejuew oy ‘AIs[ioa00 [Bimjvu ¥ §8 ‘puw

LIE ‘NOILOHJSNI TVDIQEN

* 225 oFed sen ‘08T Yov (sucIrpacsg eawragsIuIm py) vorgtor L

‘meweacidmr Teorsdyd ey3 3e juq ‘uorjoadsur TedTpam £q pasoosIp sj0ejep
FO plooad ® 1w J0 Leams oujemodolylue o ﬁu.@wam ® 9® S[aaw jou swe uo}
-R[SIH9] Mau ST qery esmedme oy 19800 Y} JB 010JouBY] PATSIP pavOY oY,
¥ ‘°[OYM e ST UOIJRU 2y} 0} puw spuared ey o} 30q JuepiAd}
| ewo0aq gsnW ‘UBIP[IYD eY3 jo 8yl reoisfyd pue sSarpunoiins syy jo quewr i
| -esoxdurl ue o3 Surpes| sauy e[qisues uo Pajonpuod st 9t It ‘uorpoadsur yons 3o |
| SSSUAQBUOSEAL O, ‘WIOJSI JO SINSEAW Au® UL Suuuideq ey je urdeq oy [roy |
ex quq ‘s3Ep T[] A[uo jou em uopoedsur yong JnomyiAy  Apeurax spresioy

dms [eonowid eIy e se Liessassu Inq ejqeuoEval L[uo qou 81 TeJP[IYD [oOYDE

~upidery oyy, -wonuessad 103
{qorga seeujgun Teoledyd jo eeidsp Sy svgmemos e erdosd qerpdug ey3 jo

Jo uotpedsur [eorpew juyy UoIBn[ouod

@43 03 pa| pesu ey} Jo AJAvId ayg jo

UOI3BJIODIFICO Y “UOYBU 8} JO USIPTIYD BYI JO “JUSWIOIIALS 0] paudar m puv
[8uo gjoq ‘suoljIpuod yireey ety sicidurl oy jsiy Limsseoou mrm 3141 Jo
3ed qeen] 92 10 ‘wopqoxd s1yy gym Aearpage o[ddes8 03 jey) pea[osax aIn)

‘eiqesod se Jej s ‘pue ‘vorjesoreww Joy s[[es

BIBSE[O UTRJIED UT S61X0 010

43 9743 Sunenumooe ueeq ser eouspraa qsed sivak

BWos Iog  -fqIunwWiod eaUL ey} JnoySnoxyy uoraido omgnd jo quamescur

£peays v Jo swodno oYy §1 ‘weapnyo [ootyos JO uorvadsur [rorpawm 9y} SUI80W0D

31 8¢ ey 08 T ‘0BT PV (Suolslaolg earyensrmpy) uonEonpy oy, °1
LY UHI 40 FE0JUAJ ANV HI0DZ

*gotenouoy ‘gr
"TOI0% SATIRIOIAWR Jo ssjdpung ‘T
"LRAWAAOUIR] TVOISZHJ ONY NOLLVIOITENY

RN R z suonender Lipang -gp
5 *smoyoadsul [eorpam yo porsad pue Jequmpy ‘ZI
: “ENOIIVINDAY -

= g *gorgoedsur m__u eqmrod jo huaEﬂum; T .
i 2 oA [UOIpam [enoIIppY ‘0]
. "uolgoedsul [ed[pem jo sapdulay g
- - "NOIIOJISN] TVOIGH]Y 4O FHEDI(] NV TALOVAVED

"juared pue ‘esinu [ooyos ‘teyowey oyy, g
"SAIONEDY AUVIQISENQ £ )
: "uonExsIUTWpT [wo1pajy °)
: *819Eq SIY) 0] SUowEeI oYy, g
'Se3Np Mou o7 3O S1seq yjeay onqnd oql, g
"SONHOYINY TONBOUPE JO pue pivog ey Jo seynp eanoedsey -
*NOILVSINVDHEQ) »
fadoos 597 ¢
"g1 UOIj08s Jo syoege puw swuey ey, 7
< 0¥ aeu ey Jo wre ey
10y GHI 40 I80d90J ANV 4400

SISXTVNVY

*LO6T 99V (SUOYSIAOQg
GA]JRIIS[UIIPY) UOIIBINPF 0Y3 JO g] UWOPIeS Jepun

~ ‘ST00HOS X¥VINAWATE

. OITaNd NI NAYATIHD J0 NOILOAASNI TVOICER NO WNANVIOWIW

.- . -~ "NOWLVONQX A0 aAVod
‘9LS 4B[MAJLD .

"NOLLOZJSNI TVOIAEW _ are




£ 4
‘ag J—'208 08ed sag— ada L | S
L —. v - B eaosoans eqs Busem uiEE 4Pd
‘|avedjoo; pue ‘ssourusep *Aoueroggus] Fmiqyun (P)
‘[4pog pu® peoy jo Uiumea Surpnofoul) ssauijuus() (2)
-{pwq ‘mrpew ‘pood] uoniiuN (g)
“qBiem pue JyaeH (0)
—S00URJSWNOID PUt BOKIPUC? 1eaeuen) (z)
*B@9EOSIP BNOIjo9IU: Jurpnjour ‘essesip snoladlg (1)
—: siejjew Suimoljoj o3 FO 3un0Y0T oy ‘mopoedsul quenbasqne je J0
eouBIjue J¥ ‘pruoys uoljwedsul Jeorpew Llojmjys ey} e[qeorgoedd su auvj 8 4o}

UoTEN[ouoy 1eog @ o] §BY E19)1TM esey} JO UCLEBIAPIFUCY Y 'TI
] ey} o} pieog oY} Po] SBY 81833 q3 ¥ Lo Wﬁ ol 4 1D

P[OoYs ‘[ujesn Jdsemoy ‘Iios {ong

upew 613 03 AIerpisqus st uodn peyoo] eq
-ouat8Ly [ooyos eouwape® 0} PYT[MO[TO pue ‘alquonorld eleym B[qEalsep Ao
Jdoa [edlpew [Bucljippe jo Llodejed aUj Ulyjla SWGD ‘gpoLaelp Ie[noljded Ol
uey¥epun einjru [eweds © Jo SUCIjEZIjseAU] dEIULLS puT {031 [ooy2s jo so3e
snouea 3B suoljoedsul [ewads 10 sAsalns 9LI9RWOMOLIYIUE [NBIED ¢ suoljoedsul
: Ioulio} 3¥ ©a1jPe}ep ©q 03 PuUNOy Jo UOKINU JUILHYSP WIOL] durieyns oq 0
i i pejoedsns ®soyy -Jo A[[eoedsa ‘USIpIyR Jgmonded jo TONBUIMEXO quanbaij
ezow oy} {qydem pur jJyIeY Jo jUSWAINgEEW [BUUUE ue !e[gEN[EA JS0W eq
i pluoa Afjesipoised priyo &1eae jo gySisole oy jo Suysey-ox oy) ‘e[duwexe JOJ
| ‘sarjtunjloddo pue sAI[IqE Jey) 0F Julpionr sALIOINY uorjeonpy 8007
__ £q uexjepiepun oq [[Ia §snlj paeog eyj yorga ‘{lom [BOlpeWl 1eyjo epupxe of
pepuejul jou eJe AeyJ, ‘[OOYoE pepre-quels ¢ ge [0OUI8 [IE3 JO Aoueroye oYy
_ ’ FUIUIWIGIP U POIBPISU0D 8q 0} SJUSLIR[Y ©Uj Jo Bue 8q aamjny Uy [[iA yorqa 3o
: £80UAI09Y0 Y} ‘UOIjoedsul [EOIPSW WNWITUILL 8y} 0] Afuo Jejed uolpoedsul jo
fouenbaij pue eeidep oy} 0} s IT[MOID sy Ul wastd suojoBdIp Oy 0T
"UOJUS}JE SA10001 JELY JSUW YOIYa
spuomoarabes Lrewrid esomy s19] "oueldiy [euosied pue aunjuo [worsdyd woly
. - Pe0JOAIpP €q jOou §snul S9l3[UOT [ejuemt off} 3O Suurely eyy ! POPMOIDILA0 J0U
‘ __’pus ‘pejE[jues [[eam ‘pajydy] A[dedoid eq jsnm 4oy} pue ‘uoljipuod Auesp ul
i / peurejurvil of 9SnUl BUWIOOI[OOTDS ¢ pequesaid JO ‘palpemel ‘peasl[el eq jsnul
! <4suo] 98 ‘sjoejep [eorsdyd smolaqo elowl pUE ISUOUNIOD e} {usapo jdey eq
1 9SNUI §9IPOQ PUE SpEOY SUBIP[IYY : peypeys eq jsmul §0SBESIP ©[qEoIUAUIUI0d
i jo peeids eqJ sgouepiodwil [e3la S JO UBIP[IYd puUB ‘sjueded ‘sdeyome] Aq
! v suetddy jo Sumpee) oy} Nila paulquiod ‘uOIYBRIISTUTIIPE YJeeY

uoljesi[ees € pu
orqnd’ ealjoege Aq poysiUlWIP A[[¥13UE}sqns 8q uwd Lxunod siyj ul sssujyuULl
i [eo1sdgd pue sagvesIp UOWWOD 8YY 3O uorpiodoad e3IE[ ® JBY) pejquop eoq
! jouuso 3] ‘aera Ul jdey eq gemm [PIUA O] Lygreey € Jo seljissaoeu ojdwle
i ‘peolq egy §1 91 ‘eq JYIMU uopELiuILXe [B1pSU ejuioqee pue ydnolom
i eqom e jo sBurpuy eyj UYSmOY] EOUSWE 0] SIQEN[BA sjutod [ejuswepuny
! 03 se Apeoorjied ‘Ajrurojun pue uorjiodold Jo esuss enp T UEYE O}
_ 981000 JO Buidq AYMOYIP oY) ‘pemels St goalqus ofy yorym WAL jutodpueqs
oy} mwo pusdep [[la UuOMjoedsul [EJIpel 30 ealfiap pue IejomITYP oYT,
) : *fojeuriy[n Pe[o1ju0d 8q ISMU UJueY YolHM

: ' je jurod ey} €T ewoy eyJ,
' PIIyo erp} jo eF[] ewoy pu® [vuosaad ayj (p) sse[un ejejdwodutl oq J[ia Suo1oRIIp
! eely} esayj ul
gnorjoeyul jo peeads eyj jo ‘eq
[ocyas ey} jo uoljejrues eyy jo

Aew se vy se ‘vouessid o7) (2) pue ‘sBurp[mq
qudisieac eyy (g) ‘s[eatejul 1y[nded 4B USIPIIYO
| [00Y0s jo uorjoadsul [ed1pam (v) soAfoAur Hrom SIY} YINOYJ[E—3eyj Juaplad
'§1 31 -ej| [ooyos Juunp juewdolasep [vjucm puw reoisdyd 03 .ﬁo_um_o.- ut
gorjLIoyjny ucreonpy epnd [l YoIyam s30%§ efjy Surgstuiny pue ‘pesuo Ireq)
99 sotpupsw gusrdput Sursdayd ‘gpoajep pejosdsnsun Jo UOKPAP Apiee oy}
Suinoas ‘pryas ey jo seljloedvo puv spadd o4i 03 uoneanps jo wWeysis ofy
Smfjpow pue Jurdeps 0} mala ¥ gy ‘s[oogos Kigjuowse]e eqj Bl deIp[Iyd
? [e jo inq ‘Bumre Jo Apjram 8q 09 ‘peoedsns 10 ‘umouy USMp[iyw 3o ATuo
jon =cmu_..?_enﬂn pue UOIITUIUTES [eorpew et} £1 0Y 30 ay) jo @] uoljdes IC

eqdpuid [ejuew¥puny 8y3 JBY} JTe[ o ([l 3 piu usaq svy jugm wWol] ‘g

© NOIZOEASN] -IVOIGHJ{ S0 @AUOIA( TNV HIALOVHVE]

.  £49 "NOLLOTASNI TYOITEN

‘uotsiadedns oljewejsis Japun qy8noiq os[e@ 8I® .

uoroe—saseasIp OD{8 Juppnpoul ‘sestasip snoidujuoo pus

‘8] r310pun 03 sesodoad oy smao
- Tol1 9] Jo Aouafin oA
.uhw.n%%hm.nﬂ mm SU0TIEIOPIEUCD 0] WOIjuaje ?uawmo afed .Sumwﬁua“w._uﬂ e
1o frrmn oy aoUPH [LOo] Bulsiape up ‘esomun poimoes eq qom s 1o om
m.S_amm = =Mm °H3 puv ‘leorwonode puw 9ATi09he Yjoq esoxd ra _waouud% M__w
_vqnm_m.:ﬂai nﬁamm.:_a 18U0Te) “JeOWo [Ealpal [ooqds mesmjaq ao.,..a.«om%oo
e coman o3 °4 01 81 reay oqnd 0 gmay oq3 pur pess out groq Jeyy
£30] 0p 09 ...ou oad W St AT OIOW 3nq ‘NOIDID JIaY3 pur SaAfeswreny soF
£&q usyelIepun f%iﬁ%%mﬂaumuwﬁom_.«wﬁ M.Mwﬂﬁ:wi i oLt B B i

1 P 11 o
1oy Lymqrenodser 3o osues 11873 ejEonpe oﬂ.ﬂuﬂm ..MM@Wu%ﬂmﬂw .MM ﬂﬁuwom__a.ww %Mw

B

hﬂaﬂwmﬂnnﬂnzummwfho%ﬂﬂ J-Mhﬂﬂw .Mn Emu..“muw%na 1uared oy gorga esusnyur
1 1 o uoisrazadns pue uwot T )
%n—ﬁ..ﬂw.mswoa Ennﬁw 10V FIqY JO wmonergsiunupe ey __u.: mn:.nunww..daﬂﬂw_wm,u ummwa
i Lo n_woo“—puma n.”nauwma |1 Jvq] “Iesemoy ‘[EruesEe 81 a.u .ﬂmiﬁ.ﬂ% uhsam
i3y i Enaﬂu g ouma enay pue jysueq oy} ‘sjorxysrp Teans E.hzxsamn?
s .nuwun nuomny uoneonpy ‘e|quonorad Jeaereum ‘4ry3 PUBWIMIOIRT
ok i e MS:E OU3 10j 8D1AJ0S 2[qEA[EA 10 P[OY e85 ¥ SI2L0 HIom 1
o e s PIEOY Oy, "BueIBAY J00YE Jo asnwo oYy soueaps o En.w._.”
W i oi.mv%aua_noaum 841 UT I0 oUIOY 9B USIPIIYD eyj 11sTA 0 ‘awoy ey
s e 19e osfe oxe Aoy, -syurepdwos oyduns Sutwisouos eota
[otees: n FALIBD UL pue “ssaurjues[s leuostad Sururejureur pue Sumnoos o
= I 30 89msal oyy Furprosol wr qsrsse weo pue ‘ewoy o3 pur [o0gos ur
uSESE SYUI 8 o408 Kewr fayy, ‘euerfAy jooyos ur symede ...nﬂ.—onﬂqﬁa %ﬂm wmw
sl Mwwduw M.__HMBEMM% wwcaum ea.m "asread puofeq meag s wonoaaTp 81y ur
' I uoneiado-oo areyy, ‘ereys ey} oNes 03 (AT pUE
...Mﬂm“, mmwcm%ﬁ Loy womenyrs ey yo m@_iq:ﬂamm‘mg pue Mwﬁhﬂmﬂa pﬂm _ﬂ _uu”
e aE 9 oY} uoym 9THl EMOYS S0UALIedXy *[0oyss o ut er Toyoe aoﬂ
g ﬁoc, SL ISYJ0W 871 JeUAL  syrope I1oq3 wodn Ajexryue 3s0 Baﬁ
e nmwwoﬂ Saun 03 oda_whn 10 sordiouud eyy o uorpeondde ._.EMMuwoﬂMo <
zmmm. nw o 91 pue fuomoadsur eyj jo womdod omos no Lires oy sde wnw
.n:ﬂ.._nv ] %hmmu qoeo mEavonnsu 292p Sumgstainy jo jaom ey} JO E«qmea
P .%w inoyim ‘exeqIopun o3 °Iq® oIE §10hOWe) oYy negl _unwa M
Ah__ww.mE;E Eﬂomaﬁwuwuees w_mw“,m_w %unwam_m.g pue LfyiedmAs TerpLoo oy aw_wa
I EIpaurmy T4 88300n8 891 ‘pastunSro
wm“u ._waawmaaﬁ T SO [BoTpRL: TOUTT oty ﬁw. 0301000.05 Msﬁﬂmmﬂ”ﬁ
it mnH.w.SnﬂﬂwaaamMMMp N.uaqwﬂwm Amaﬁﬁo,mﬂuan oxaya) ssImm Jooros
. I TEOTpeTT
€q j0uum> wonoadsul [eafpewr yo MIom oy 1°q; ?Ebﬂowmmww_m%wwwwa o@umamohm
‘SAIDNIDY XEVIAISEAgY Ee

‘PauteiuTeU pue paInsas 6q pmoys Cl
Mﬂaﬁuﬁ”.ﬁz M.Mﬂumhﬂ_ rexsued pue wnomwhm.__oudunvmwnwhuwﬂuwoﬁu%%umwwhe%nﬂﬂ.
nﬁ_mmu A Herecut st 9] “Ia0Lj() [EOIPAIY 43UN0D eyy 0) oarFap [eweds ® %
nn._u = nw.._.Ho Ewdauu _.s%cs.munvo 1197] ulyiM seseasip e[quunou 1o o.unw.ﬂn_uumv
o paulioyur 1dox eq ssnm pus fqunoo ey gnoyfuoayy seruo
G w:ommnxwﬂﬂmk uoryTIado-00 8SOP UI HI0m L[SNOIAQO SN “qom 1o 5 s
il 5 h.” iey o.wm fomy goym ur earw oy wr yywem jo 81900 uuﬂ.- .Mﬂw
mnies nmﬁ_oa ore hcﬁ_a Iyjeym ‘srsotgo Teatpem mo%naqu.v M
SN swonsenb Lxeyruss queitodmy sser Jay10 0f ﬁmqaﬂv.ﬁﬂ ng
o, L H._mum:. 3 JO UONENSIUTWPE Yyresy omand oyy yo givd m_w
e v o Te. waﬂ T surioy Lqpeer suot34y yooryos 9BY] 998 0] UoNey Eﬂ_ﬁ
pue ‘uonjeseprsuod eup 8ATED21 PINOYS PBUIAOUOD Bjoogos u”amﬁgﬂw

<0 VOIE 37} JO SSOUTISWNOIW PUT SPeen Jemnomaed o ‘TeIpIIYo Ul saseesTp

jo £pms eyl 107 ssmmEnyroddo temads : J
o £ ’ 1 pafolue esw u® ‘au ;
..“o MM_EJ_E&W,@ Stugap owos puy eawy (g) Yoy %ﬁmmumﬁﬁ dﬁo“wmﬁq d_oo:%_-
Eoﬂﬁmw:.wﬁ._.r Emnm ur Jururer} ajenbape pPeq 9A®RY (1) oym-uowom pue Ww {
oS ! :03%3 p[noys ssuateyerd sjmouutodde gons m_aﬂ.nﬂ u ﬂ.. ® s
bl s 9 °q 03 A[PYI] OIT uSWIOM YPTM UT $9980 AUBM eIt oIy gd_wa vcﬂvqpﬂu
MMM Mm h_ ,M.vn.m SlNp asey) 09 swry 19y Jo S[oys a1y oa18 o3 uodn pa ma
a7 YSnor maaa “pajoojas 9q p[noys souartadxe put mqo-%ﬂum%oﬂmzm

. "NOIIOHJSNI TVOIaQAW - A 0zg




52

7 THE FIRST WORLD WAR

These extracts from my oral interviews illustrate simply the
effect of war upon children within the rural community this
evidence shows it to be minimal, again the evidence of Nancy
shows how useful the adults perception is, children couldn't
comprehend these things.

Edith

"Did the war have an effect on your school life do you think?
18 "Oh yes I can remmember having to draw aeroplanes."

"You said in a previous interview that you had soilders in
your house."

"Yes we did, we all had them. In the Vine in the club room
there." 'The Vine was a publitc house:

"Everyone in the village?"

"Anyone that could...well I don't know how we managed to
put them up."

Nancy

'"Did the war have any effect upon your education do you think?"
49  "The war. . Now you're talking about' the First World War
are you? No I wasn't really old enough to realise what was
happening and we didn't Knew much about what was happening, in
England in these days you see you didn't get German planes over
you see. Our men went to Germany and France but they didn't
come here you see. We didn't know what it was in England."

"So you didn't have any soldiers billeted anywhere?"

"And so being young it didn't mean anything to me.'

51
"Edith said that she drew aeroplanes. Do you remmember

uoing that? because it was part of the war.
"Drew aeroplanes? well probably she did yes I do remmember
something about Zepplins. German Zeppelins coming over. . .

52 "But as a child I wasn't concerned it didn't worry me really.
Now well of course with the last war children knew about it as
well as adults didn't they? and there weren't papers you see no
media no radio and television so you didn't know much."

"Parish magazines though?"

"No I wouldn't have thought so no. Until a soldier came
home on leave he might have told you something that's about all
you ever knew. They did have the air force, what they call. the..
I suppose they called it the air force. We say R.A.F. don't we?
They did because I remmember one or two fellows when I was young
they were men 20-30 who were in the air force you see so.they did
have it but there wasn't planes over here."

Edith A lot of them
were poor really in Hopton at that time. Because it was war time
and the men were called up... But they were better off I think
then when the men were called up more or less because otherwise
they would be in the pubs drinking."

Edithwas not strictly warned against drinking but her father
didn't drink. My grandmother lived in the Public House opposite
Edith's home and so as they played together they became aware of
'"drunks'



F All Local Primary Sources Used; listed in descending order of the
number of individuals to which they relate.®

Origin Description ; My classification Date
R.0.B. Suffolk Census 1901 Q 1901
R+0«Is " 1911 R 1911
R.0.T. " " 1921 o) 1921
R.0.B. Dept.cttee report on the employment of b4 1902
children of school age minutes of evidence.
R.0.B. West Suffolk Education Committee report on 0 1903-1914
the work of education.
R.0.B. List of schools in Suffolk aided by i 1902
parlimentary grants.
H.CofE. Hopton Parochlal School adm1351on register D 1892-1921
" " n E 1921-18975
s Punishment book of Hopton Parochial School F  1900-1919
" Medical inspection register with medical G 1909
inspection card.
" Reports of religious instruction H 1906-1916
Certificates for the diosese of Ely
Labour certificate of Miss M.G.N. Clears B 1921
Oral interview (cassette tapes)
it An interview with Miss Edith Goodman 1
# SECOﬂd " 1" " n L] 2
on tape summer 1989 .
An interview with Mrs Nancy Ruddock,
nee Miss Lebbon on tape summer 1989 3
with full transcript
R.0.I. Education and life experiences tape mno.(414)4
R.0.I. General life history Haverhill 5 1914-1945
Mr A. Backler tape mno.(200)
(Radio four programme upon oral history 6
with an interview on tape.)
Key: * see chapter two (chapter reference 2)
RoD.B. Suffolk Records Office Bury St. Edmunds.
S Y " Ipswich.

H.C.of E. Hopton Church of England School

as it is now in a new building.

# These interviews I recorded myself. The tapes

are not proffesional but very interesting.

Edith is a close family friend.

I sent for the B.B.C. booklet 'Telling it how it was
a guide to recording oral history'(see above 6)

It was written by proffessor Paul Thompson and

Dr. Robert Perks. I have spoken to them both
personally and both were helpful and encouraging.

Please note an additional source of great importance:
H.M.I. Mr H.W. Claughton's report for Suffolk (W) local
education authority. 1906,1009,1910,1911. see appendices D4
for all analysis.
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